
 Let’s try to put our first reading into context.  God has brought 
the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt.  They have crossed the 

Red Sea.  For three months, they traveled through the wilderness until 
they arrived at Mt. Sinai where they camped for two years.  At Mt. 

Sinai, they received the Ten Commandments and other laws governing 
affairs in Israelite society. 

 
 The famous incident of the golden calf also occurred at Mt. Sinai.  

Consequently, Israel received a whole new set of laws because while 
the Israelites had been freed physical from slavery, they were steeped 

in idolatry.  God had taken Israel out of Egypt, but Egypt had not yet 
been taken out of Israel. 

 
 After a year at Mt. Sinai, the people picked up stakes and 

headed toward the Promised Land.  Prior to entering, they sent out 

spies into the land for forty days.  The spies returned saying that they 
couldn’t take the land because the people who lived there were giants.  

Unfortunately, the people believed them.  For their lack of trust, the 
Lord did not bring them into the Promised Land, but made them turn 

back to wander in the wilderness for 40 years – one year for every day 
the spies were in the land. 

 
 After 40 years, the people of Israel are now ready to enter the 

land.  Moses is giving his farewell speech on the plains of Moab.  This 
is what we hear today.  Moses knows full well that the Israelites will be 

tempted to drift away from the Lord because of the Canaanites who 
occupy the land.  Thus, he reminds them of all that God did for them 

and to keep the Commandments.  In doing so, they will evangelize the 
peoples around them. 

 

 Additionally, Moses says something extremely important.  He 
says, “Teach them to your children and to your children’s children.”  

This is critical.  The Israelites need to teach their children.  If they 
don’t, the next generation will quickly abandon the faith.  They will 

lose their story and thus, their identity.   
 

 As we know, they did not do this.   In fact, after they entered 
the Promised Land, the book of Joshua says, “None of those born in 

the wilderness during the journey after the departure from Egypt were 
circumcised” (Josh. 5:5).  What does this tell you?  It means that they 

were not teaching their children the faith!  Consequently, within one 
generation, we hear that they did not know the Lord and began to drift 

away.  May we learn the valuable lesson by passing on the faith.  If we 
don’t, the next generation will not know the Lord.   


