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 For the past couple of weeks, we have been hearing from the Old Testament 

how the Lord freed the Israelites from Egyptian slavery and has been bringing them 

to the Promised Land.  By the hand of Moses, He brought them through the Red 

Sea.  He fed them every morning with manna from heaven.  He quenched their 

thirst by causing water to come from the rock.  And just when they were about to 

enter the Promised Land the first time, they sent out spies to get a feel for the land 

and the enemies they would be up against.   

 Unfortunately, the spies returned and said, “No good, we can’t go in there.  

They will defeat us.”  This report spread throughout the camp so that the Lord did 

not bring them in, but rather made them wander in the desert for 40 years until 

every person of that generation passed away.  Only two people from that 

generation were brought into the Promised Land – Caleb and Joshua. 

 In today’s first reading, it is the second generation which will enter the land.  

We hear Moses given somewhat of a farewell speech to this generation.  Although 

Moses himself will not enter the Promised Land, he reminds the people that they 

must be faithful to the Lord and trust that He will indeed help them take the land. 

 What’s interesting in the last few weeks is how much we have been hearing 

about the Promised Land – this land promised by God to the patriarchs – Abraham, 

Isaac, and Joseph.  Pope Benedict XVI – whom we now refer to as pope emeritus in 

his retirement said that it’s not the land itself that is most important.  Instead, the 

land is given as a gift so that the people can rightly worship the one true God.  In 

doing so, it would lead all the nations to know the one true God. 

 The land is a gift because it enables the people of Israel to worship God.  He 

adds that if they worshipped God rightly, then this would lead to right living.  What 

is right worship?  For Israel, right worship meant worshiping God as he revealed 

Himself.   

 You may remember that Israel committed the great act of apostasy in the 

wilderness by worshipping the golden calf.  In their minds, because Moses was no 

longer accessible – he had been on the mountain for 40 days, they decided to 

“make” their own worship by creating the golden calf.  This great sin against God 

was false worship.  Worship, then, must be in accord with God has revealed. 

 For us today, what does right worship mean for us?  How do we know we are 

worshipping God rightly?  For us, it is the liturgy which reveals God to us – the 

Scriptures themselves flow from the liturgy.  Therefore, we cannot change the 

liturgy at will because in doing so, we change how we worship God.  May we always 

respect the liturgy and ask God to continue to reveal Himself to us in the liturgy.  


