
St. Dominic 
 

St. Dominic was born in the late twelfth century (1170) in Spain.  
After being ordained at the age of 24, he accompanied his bishop to 

Denmark.  The mission took them to southern France, where he first 
encountered the Albigensian heresy.  This heresy taught that a good 

deity created the world of the spirit, while an evil god created the 
material world.  Thus, things like the human body were bad.   

 
Furthermore, they abstained from marriage and procreation.  

Dominic and his companions preached against this sect, but to no 
avail. 

 
We best associate Dominic, of course, with the founding of the 

Dominicans or the Order of Preachers (O.P.) as they are commonly 

known.  This order was founded in 1216.  Not only are the Dominicans 
known for their preaching, but also for their intense study of sacred 

doctrine and detachments from material things.    
 

The Dominican House of studies was next door to the seminary 
where I studied at the Catholic University of American in Washington 

D.C.  I can attest to the fact that they are known for their studies.   
 

In terms of art, Dominic is sometimes depicted with a dog that 
has a burning torch in its mouth.  There is a story that his mother had 

a dream about this image.  She interpreted it to mean that as soon as 
Dominic was born, he would set the world on fire with his words.   

 
Additionally, there is art that depicts Dominic receiving the 

rosary from the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Tradition has it that Mary gave 

Dominic the rosary in 1210 to conquer heresy.  While historically 
accurate or not, Dominic has long been associated with the rosary. 

 
For us, may we be inspired by the Dominicans and their love for 

truth and the defense of the faith.  And may we pray for the 
Dominicans that inspired by St. Dominic, they may be dedicated to 

prayer and preach the fullness of faith in truth and charity.  


