
 Today we celebrate the first native-born American to be 
canonized the Church.  She was born two years before the American 

Revolution (1774) and grew up in the upper class of New York society.  
Her early life was quiet, simple, and often lonely.  She was a prolific 

reader.  The bible, in particular, gave her comfort and support. 
 

 In 1794, she married William Seton at the age of 19.  The first 
years of their marriage were happy and prosperous.  They had five 

children.  However, sufferings were forthcoming.  Within a decade, 
William’s father passed away, leaving Elizabeth and her husband in 

charge of William’s seven half brothers and the family’s business. 
 

 Things quickly turned worse.  William’s business began to fail 
and he was diagnosed with tuberculosis.  Eventually, he was forced to 

file for bankruptcy.  Given that William had friends in Italy, Elizabeth 

sailed to Italy in an attempt to save her husband’s life.  Unfortunately, 
William died while there.   

  
 Elizabeth’s experience with her husband’s death drew her heart 

to God.  From this point, she accepted God’s will – “The Will” as she 
called it.  While in Italy, Elizabeth became interested in the Catholic 

faith.  Over time, her friends in Italy gave her instruction.  It is said 
that she asked the Blessed Mother to guide her in the true Faith.  

Thankfully, she entered the Church in 1805. 
 

 After entering the Church, her private and secular school began 
losing students as the parents did not want their children involved with 

a religious institution.  Elizabeth then decided to open the first free 
Catholic school in Baltimore. 

 

 With two other women, Elizabeth founded the Sisters of Charity 
in 1809 to help her run the institution.  It was the first native 

American religious community for women. 
 

 In the following years, she founded more schools until she 
passed away in 1821 at the age of 46, sixteen years after becoming 

Catholic.   
 

 She was beatified by Pope John XXIII on March 17, 1963 and 
canonized by Pope Paul VI on September 14, 1975.  Today, her 

remains can be found in Emmetsburg Maryland.  Elizabeth was a wife, 
mother, widow, teacher, foundress, but most of all, an outstanding 

witness of living our faith.  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, pray for us!  
 


