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 When you get to know someone, it doesn’t take you long to get to 

know their quirks or little habits.  Things like twirling your hair while on the 

phone or having to put your left sock on first.  One of my brother priests 

uses the exact line and tone of voice every time he meets someone, “Hi, 

how are you?”   

 Fr. McClellan or my family will tell you that one of my unique traits is 

that I always lose things, my gloves, wallet, or my keys.  Fr. McClellan has 

gotten used to it.  He walks in and says, “Do you want your keys?  They’re in 

the door.”  I am like an absent-minded professor. 

 It’s frustrating to lose things, especially if it’s important like your 

wallet.  You can feel your blood pressure rising as you look and look.      

 Epiphany is about seeking.  The magi seek the newborn king of the 

Jews.  They magi were learned men, the academics or scientists of the day.  

We have to hand it to them.  They make a long trip.    

 Scholars think they traveled 400-700 miles.  It’s a long trip, especially 

when you are the back of camels.  We have to hand to it to them.  They are 

open to seeking.  It’s beautiful when you meet someone who is open to the 

truth and to God.  

 We saw this idea of seeking for the readings of Christmas Eve Mass.  

The angels appear to the shepherds, telling them the good news.  The 

shepherds run, they seek in haste to see the child. 
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 It is beautiful when one is open to God and all that He has revealed. 

Unfortunately, today we have beliefs about God all over the board.   

 The atheist denies the existence of God.  The agnostic believes that 

God existence, but we cannot say anything about Him.  The deist believes 

that God created the world, but like an absentee father, abandoned it and 

left it to itself – like a watchmaker who winds up a watch and lets it go. 

 While such beliefs have their differences, they all have something in 

common.  In each one, the emphasis is on the person.  You do the seeking 

and you come to the conclusions about God and whether you can say 

something intelligible about Him. 

 Christianity or our Catholic faith is radically different in that it puts 

forth that it’s God who does the seeking.  He comes to us.  We do not climb 

the mountain to reach Him, but rather He descends in humility to be united 

with us.  This is the Christian idiosyncrasy, what makes it unique.       

 This is why we pull out all the stops on Christmas with the decorations, 

music, family gatherings, etc.  We celebrate that God seeks us.  For our 

part, we simply respond to what God coming to us.   

 We celebrate that God exists.  We celebrate that He has revealed 

Himself and we can say something about Him.  We celebrate that He has not 

abandoned the world, but sustains the world and directs.  And we celebrate 

that He seeks us, has a plan for us, and in discovering that plan, like the 

magi, we will be great joy.     
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 Christianity is very different.  It begins with the premise that because 

God is love, He has taken the first step and He seeks us out.  He does the 

seeking.  Not only does He have an overarching plan for all of creation – we 

call this divine providence – but He also has a plan for each and every 

person.  In fact, He has a unique plan for each of you.  Knowing this 

changes the way you think about yourself.     

 For example, if God seeks you and has a plan for you, then your life 

is not about you.  There are a couple of givens in life: paying taxes and 

dying.  And third is – your life is not about you, but about Christ and serving 

Him by serving others.  He is the center, not you.  It’s not your plans and 

projects that are most important, but rather His will.  You don’t need to 

create your own path, but rather discover His path for you.  This has 

practical implications.    

 If you life is not about you, but rather Christ and His will, it changes 

the way you begin your day.  Prayer becomes far more important than the 

news or the newspaper.  In prayer, you ask the Lord, “What do you want me 

to do today?  How can I serve you?  Help me to see you in those whom you 

send my way today.”  As Jesus was King for the magi, in prayer you seek to 

hear the King’s voice and how to build His Kingdom.  

 Additionally, this perspective changes the way you see suffering.  

Without God or if God is an absentee Father, you do everything you can to 

avoid suffering or you run from it. 
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 However, God seeks us and has a plan for us, suffering – while 

certainly evil, can be a means for deeper union with Christ.  You look at 

how God works in it and brings God out of it.  I was in the hospital last night 

in the ICU with a parishioner.  It’s hard to see.  And yet, I keep my eyes 

open to see how Christ is present, the way her loving husband was 

concerned for her, comforted her, and the way God’s love was there.   

 This way of seeing God – Him seeking us – changes the way one 

approaches the Mass.  The Mass is no longer something to get through, 

but rather an encounter with the King.  The King seeks us in Sacred 

Scripture – wanting to speak to us, letting us know that He loves us. 

 In the Eucharist, heaven touches earth in the bread and wine that 

become the Body and Blood of Christ.  This year, we put the star on the tree 

behind the tabernacle.  The star guided the magi to baby Jesus.   

In the baby, they saw God made visible.  They had faith.   

 We do too.  The star reminds us that here, as in Bethlehem, we have 

the true presence – God seeking us – wanting to live in us – under the 

appearance of bread and wine.   

 In short, when you realize that God seeks you, and your life is no 

longer about you, but about someone so much greater, about serving Him 

by serving others, your life begins to change!  Like the magi, you begin to 

have great joy and travel through life “by another way,” the way of peace, 

faith, hope, life, and love.   


