
Fr. Andrie Page 1 
 

 In today’s first reading we hear about the feast of Passover, the event in 

which God saves His people from slavery in Egypt.  In this event, God instructs 

each family to secure for itself a lamb and slaughter it.  They are then to 

sprinkle the blood on the doorposts.  In seeing the blood, the angel of death 

would “Passover” their houses and save their firstborn son. 

 Christian tradition, of course, has understood the great feast of Passover 

in light of Christ, the true Passover lamb.  In fact, John the evangelist will 

present the death of Christ in the fourth Gospel in such a way that he 

presupposes his readers are quite familiar with what we hear in today’s first 

reading. 

 For example, at the beginning of John’s Gospel, when he sees Jesus, John 

the Baptist will cry out, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world” (Jn 1:29).  In other words, here is the true Lamb of God who frees 

us not from the slavery of Egypt, but rather slavery from sin. 

 Additionally, at the end of John’s Gospel, he tells us that Pilate brought 

Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, 

and in Hebrew, Gab'batha.  And then he says, “Now it was the day of 

Preparation of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour” (Jn 19:14).  John 

mentions that it was Passover because he wants us to see that in being 

crucified on this central feast of the old covenant, Jesus is the true Paschal 

Lamb. 

 And just as God instructs the Israelites not to break the legs of the lamb 

(Ex. 12:46), so we learn in John’s Gospel that on the Cross none of Jesus’ bones 

were broken (Jn 19:36).   

 Furthermore, just as the Israelites were to use a hyssop branch to touch 

the lintel and two doorposts of the home, so John takes great care to tell us 

they used a hyssop branch to give Jesus some vinegar before He died             

(Jn 19:29).   

 Like the Israelites, we eat the Passover Lamb every time we celebrate the 

Eucharist.  Jesus is sacrificed – sacramentally re-presented to the Father, and 

then we consume the Lamb.  In receiving the chalice, the blood is put on our 

lips, somewhat akin to the doorposts to our heart.  Our hope and prayer is that 

the Lord passes over us when He sees the blood on our lips – and in our heart – 

and frees us from sin and brings us to the true Promised Land – heaven itself.  

May we continue to be grateful for Christ, the true Passover Lamb, and bring 

people to Him so that they, too, can consume Him and experience freedom.    


