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 There is a great saying, “What goes around come around.”  This is 

certainly true for our first reading today.  You may remember last week we 

heard that Pharaoh told the Egyptians to throw every male born child into the 

river.  And now, we hear that Pharaoh and his army are drown in the sea.  They 

themselves suffer the very punishment that they inflicted upon the Israelites. 

 Figuring there are some spiritual meaning interpretations to this passage, 

I took some time to look up what some of the Church Fathers had to say about 

this passage.  The Fathers tend to give a spiritual interpretation to significant 

events like this in their writings. 

 Of course, some of them saw the crossing of the Red Sea as a 

foreshadowing of baptism.  St. Basil says that the sea is a type of baptism.  Just 

as the Red Sea put an end to Pharaoh, so our washing puts an end to the devil’s 

tyranny.  And just as the Israelites emerged unharmed, so we step forth from 

baptism saved by grace of the One who called us.  St. Ambrose summarizes this 

nicely by saying that the same water saved one people and destroyed another.  

 St. John Chrysostom speaks about the miraculous nature of the wind and 

waters to the right and left of the Israelites as they crossed the Red Sea.  Even 

though there is so much turbulence on both sides of the Israelites, they walk 

through on dry ground.  For us, while there will always be turbulence around us 

– life often throws curve balls – so if we follow the Lord and stay close to Him – 

we will walk on dry ground. 

 Finally, in terms of the song (the Song of Moses), this is the first great 

song in Scripture.  Origen, who can sometimes give fanciful interpretations, 

says that this song prefigures the song that the bride (the Church) sings to 

Christ her husband.  In heaven, the Church will glorify Christ because all sin will 

be left behind.  The Church will be fully redeemed, set free, to worship God in 

praise and gratitude. 

 For us today, we give thanks to God for our own baptism.  Every time we 

enter the Church, we dip our finger in the font, making the sign of the cross, 

which reminds us that we have been redeemed, claimed for Christ.   

 We are also reminded that if we follow the Lord, while we will continue to 

have our struggles, we will walk on dry ground.   

 Finally, we have great hope that one day, we will share fully in the victory 

of Christ, and like Moses and the Israelites, sing to the Lord for He is gloriously 

triumphant.  


