
 With our first reading, we continue making our way through 
God’s plan of salvation.  Yesterday, we began the book of Exodus, 

which is the second book of the Pentateuch.  A preliminary note is in 
order.  We tend to focus more on the book of Genesis with the call of 

Abraham and the promises that God made to him. 
 

 The center point for in the Jewish tradition is not Genesis, but 
rather the book of Exodus.  The psalms sing of the Exodus - God’s 

deliverance from Egypt.  In reading this book, the Jewish people saw 
themselves as being liberated, not just their ancestors.  The Exodus 

story, however, is not just meant for them.  It’s also our story.  God 
liberates us from sin, so that we may enter the true Promised Land, 

heaven itself.   
 

 That said, let’s look more closely at this story.  Out of fear of the 

Hebrews, Pharaoh implemented a policy that every male child was to 
be thrown into the river.  This is a shrewd move because then the girls 

would have to marry Egyptian men, which would mean that all Jewish 
land and possessions would go to Egypt.   

 
 Therefore, a Levite man and woman, upon seeing their son and 

wanting him to live, put him in a basket.  A Jewish person reading this 
would see the comedy here.  They are filling the letter of the law.  

They put their child in the river.  The parents outwit Pharaoh.  The 
basket in Hebrew (tavah) means ark.  What we have here is a little 

Noah’s ark – another story of salvation. 
 

 Pharaoh’s daughter finds the child.  How did she know it was a 
Hebrew child?  Hebrew children were circumcised on the eighth day, 

whereas Egyptian children were not circumcised until they were 

thirteen years old.  Eventually, the child is named Moses, meaning “I 
drew him out of the water.”  This foreshadows Moses vocation of 

delivering the Jewish nation “out of water” through the Red Sea.   
 

 Today’s reading gives us great hope.  With Pharaoh’s policy, I 
would imagine a typical Jewish man or woman could have easily fallen 

into despair.  On the surface level, things looked hopeless.  
Sometimes, we can be tempted to feel the same way in our own day.  

However, God always has a plan.  He worked through one couple – 
just one family, to bring deliverance to His people.  And He did it in the 

most unlikely of ways – right in Pharaoh’s own house!  The Lord still 
works today.  He works through families, and oftentimes, in the most 

unexpected ways.  May we place our trust in Him!  


