
 On Monday we began the book of Exodus, which is the second 
book of the Pentateuch.  The book of Exodus plays a central role in the 

Jewish tradition as it recounts how God liberated the Jews from slavery 
in Egypt.   

  
 Today, we hear that Moses who was in Pharaoh’s court is now 

tending flocks as a shepherd.  On the surface, we might be saddened 
because it seems like it is a fall from grace.  However, as always, God 

has a plan.  He is preparing Moses for his future role of shepherding 
the Jewish people as He leads them through the wilderness. 

 
 We hear that Moses sees a bush that is on fire.  However, it is 

not consumed.  Certainly, we can identify with Moses here in that we 
would do the same thing if saw such an amazing sight.  The spiritual 

tradition sometimes read the burning bush as the soul on fire with the 

Holy Spirit.  Our soul is on fire with God’s love, but not consumed.  
However, I digress. 

 
 Moses is told to take off his sandals as he approaches the bush 

because the ground is holy.  Interestingly, this is the first time the 
word holy is used since the creation story in Genesis.  God had said 

that the Sabbath is holy.  After the fall, the word holy had no longer 
been used.  Holiness will be associated with God’s presence. 

 
 God knows the suffering of His people.  In contrast to Pharaoh 

who did not “know” God’s people, here we hear that God “knows” their 
suffering.  Personally, this is one of the most comforting lines 

encountered in Exodus thus far.  God “knows” our suffering.  Nothing 
escapes God’s notice.  May we always keep this in mind! 

 

 Next, we hear the dialogue between God and Moses.  We must 
appreciate the honesty of Moses here.  If we were in his shoes, we 

would find similar objections.  In fact, think about the objections you 
have offered when God’s has touched your heart to do something.   

 
 We then hear the dialogue.  Prayer is essentially a dialogue.  

Like Moses, we speak to God from our heart.  The psalms are so 
beautiful because they encapsulate the wide variety of feelings that we 

can relate to God.  And in prayer, God speaks to us.  As with Moses, 
He says, “I will be with you.”  God never abandons us.   

 
 For Moses, He will bring Him and the Jewish people back to this 

place of encounter.  Oftentimes, we need to return to the place He has 
encountered us.  Like Moses, may you allow God to encounter you!     


