
 It is sometimes said that Israel’s fall with the golden calf is like Adam’s 
fall with the forbidden fruit in the beginning of Genesis.  Adam, God’s 

firstborn son, transgressed God’s commandment by eating from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.  Israel, God’s firstborn son of the nations, 

transgressed God’s commandment of worshipping God alone by worshipping 
the golden calf. 
 

 There is so much that can be said about this famous incident from our 
first reading.  So that you have a little context, keep in mind that Moses 

traveled up Mt. Sinai for 40 days to speak with the Lord.  Unfortunately, the 
people become anxious.  They think Moses has deserted them.  Therefore, 
they ask Aaron, the high priest, to make them gods to go before them.  

Aaron asks them to take off their jewelry and fashions it in a golden calf.   
 

 We may ask ourselves, “Why a golden calf?  Is there something 
symbolic about this particular animal?”  The calf relates to Egypt.  Many 
scholars believe this calf related to the god Apis that the Egyptians 

worshiped.  There were mummified bulls or cows in the temples in Egypt.  
The idea here is that the Israelites have fallen back into Egyptian idolatry 

after all that God has done for them.  
 

 Our first reading picks up with Moses and Joshua coming down the 
mountain and hearing the revelry from the feast.  Notice that God says to 
Moses, “Go down at once to your people whom you brought out of the land 

of Egypt, for they have become depraved.”  God says “your people.”  We feel 
the effect of God’s disowning a people that have turned their backs on Him. 

 
 The people have become depraved or corrupted.  This is the same 
word used in Genesis 6, where the people had become corrupt before the 

flood.  The sin of Israel has become like the sin before the flood. 
 

 God basically says He will wipe them out and start over with Moses.  
Moses, however, does something astonishing.  He intercedes for the people.  
This is the same Moses who didn’t want to go to Egypt to free the people.  

And this is the same Moses who lost his temper with the people because of 
their complaining.  Here, we see charity in all its beauty.  And we see a man 

who has undergone great transformation! 
 
 Moses appeals to the past and the covenant that God made with 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  You swore that you would be their God and 
multiply their descendants.   He recalls the covenant and saves the people. 

 
 So much can be gleamed from this beautiful passage!  How often we 

love God, thank Him for all that He has done for us, and then turn back to 
our “golden calf,” our favorite little sin.  How often we “slip up” when trying 
to grow in virtue.  And how often we need people to pray for us and to pray 

for others.  We are all in this together.  Like Moses, may we pray for each 
other and have recourse to God often as we grow in loving Him and others.   


