
 It is sometimes said that Israel’s fall with the golden calf is like Adam’s 
fall with the forbidden fruit in the beginning of Genesis.  Adam, God’s 

firstborn son, transgressed God’s commandment by eating from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil.  Israel, God’s firstborn son of the nations, 

transgressed God’s commandment of worshipping God alone by worshipping 
the golden calf. 
 

 Yesterday, we heard about Israel’s famous fall from grace. In context, 
Moses traveled up mountain Mt. Sinai for 40 days to speak with the Lord.  

Unfortunately, the people become anxious.  They thought Moses deserted 
them.  Therefore, they asked Aaron, the high priest, to make them gods to 
go before them.  Aaron asked them to take off their jewelry and fashioned it 

in a golden calf.   
 

 Coming down the mountain, Moses and Joshua heard revelry in the 
camp.  When Moses saw the people, he became so angry that he smashed 
the tablets on the ground symbolizing that the covenant between God and 

Israel was broken.   
 

 Aaron, for his part, fails to confess his sin by saying that a calf just 
“came out” of the fire.  His failure to take responsibility reminds us of Adam 

(and Eve) who failed to take responsibility after their sin.  Moses then 
intercedes for the people by offering to be blotted out of the book of life.  His 
generosity foreshadows Christ, who offers His life for you and me.  

 
 Today, we hear the way in which the people will move forward in 

approaching the Lord.  Now that the people have corrupted themselves, 
Moses will serve as a mediator.  Interestingly, the column of cloud that 
descends upon the entrance of the tent foreshadows Mary at the 

Annunciation, where the Archangel Gabriel tells Mary that the Holy Spirit will 
come down upon her, the power of the Most High will overshadow you        

(Lk 1:35).  She will be the “meeting tent” wherein God will come to us!   
 
 Furthermore, Paul will pick up the idea of the meeting tent in his 

second letter to the Corinthians.  He speaks about our earthly body being a 
“tent” that will be destroyed.  “For we know our earthly dwelling, a tent, 

should be destroyed, we have a building from God, a dwelling not made with 
hands, eternal in heaven.  For in this tent we grown, longing to be further 
clothed with our heavenly habitation.” (2 Cor. 5:1-2)  

 
 Paul frequently alludes to the Old Testament.  Here, he draws upon 

the meeting tent as a metaphor for our earthly bodies.  In chapter six, he will 
speak about our bodies being a “temple” of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 6:19).  For 
Paul, the meeting tent is akin to our earthly body.  It is transient and 

situated in the wilderness (this world).  The temple, for its part, is akin to our 
resurrected body.  It is permanent, situated in the Promised Land (heaven), 

and adorned with gold, silver, and precious metals.  May we always see our 
bodies as sacred and one day “further clothed” in the resurrection in heaven!          


