
 Let’s look at the context of our first reading before discussing the 
verses themselves.  First, Ezekiel is a prophet of the Babylonian Exile.  

Recall that Jerusalem was destroyed in 587 B.C.  Also, recall that the 
best and brightest of the Jewish people were deported from the land in 

three waves (i.e., 605, 597, and 587).  Ezekiel was deported to 
Babylon in the second wave (597). 

 
 Ezekiel is in exile.  He sits along the river Chebar in what is 

essentially a refugee camp.  While in Babylon, Ezekiel is given a 
number of visions.  He is shown what is happening back in Jerusalem.    

 
 If you’ve taken time to read Ezekiel, you know that this 

prophetic book is filled with metaphors and symbols, which can be 
difficult to understand.  In short, Ezekiel is told to proclaim both the 

impending doom of Jerusalem and provide a glimmer of hope of 

restoration.  
 

 Today we hear about the first of those visions.  He sees a storm 
cloud approaching, a huge cloud with flashing fire enveloped in 

brightness.  Inside the cloud are four strange creatures that have 
outstretched wings touching each other.   

 
 Our lectionary skips over some of the verses, but in those verses 

you hear that each figure has a human face.  The right side of the face 
is a lion and the left side of the face is an ox.  And each had the face 

of an eagle.  Of course, as Catholics, this makes us think of the four 
gospel writers: Matthew (human), Mark (lion), Luke (ox), and John 

(eagle).  These figures are announcing the Good News. 
 

 These four figures support something like a throne.  One who 

had the appearance of a man sits upon the throne.  This figure is 
glowing and shrouded in fire.  Ezekiel realizes that he is seeing the 

glory of the Lord.  In the Hebrew, glory means heavy or significant.  
Ezekiel sees, then, God seated on His throne in glory. 

 
 Ezekiel’s vision reminds God’s theophany to Moses on Mt. Sinai 

and God’s presence over the Ark of the Covenant.  We wonder what 
God’s glory is doing in Babylon.  In short, the God of Israel is calling 

the prophet Ezekiel to announce why they are in Babylon.   
 

 Chapters 1-11 will explore how Israel broke the covenant.  They 
have given their allegiance to other gods and committed injustice.  

Thankfully, Ezekiel will then promise that God hasn’t abandoned His 
people.  He is with them in Babylon and will bring them back again. 


