
Personal Choice 
  

 Today our first reading continues with the prophet Ezekiel.  
Ezekiel is a prophet in the exile.  He says, “The word of the Lord came 

to me.”  The following words are from God.   
 

 We hear about a proverb that the Israelites have been saying 
while in exile.  “Fathers have eaten green grapes, thus their children’s 

teeth are on edge.”  The translation “green” can also be “unripe.”   
 

 Essentially, the proverb says the children in exile are suffering 
because of the sins of their parents.  In their minds God is unjust.  

They are innocent and suffering in exile because of the sins of their 
parents.   

 

 Our experience tells us that there is some truth that children do 
suffer from the sins of their parents.  Children that grow up in 

dysfunctional families have less opportunity to lead normal adult lives 
or become successful.  Of course, there are exceptions.  Some children 

of dysfunctional families rise above the circumstances.  We also know 
that some children of good families rebel and lead dysfunctional lives. 

 
 The Lord’s response emphasizes that the Israelites are 

accountable for their personal choice.  The virtuous man who lives by 
the Lord’s statutes will live, while the wicked man shall die through his 

own fault.  In short, we hear, “Therefore I will judge you, house of 
Israel, each one according to his ways.”     

 
 The Lord invites them to turn from their wicked ways.  He invites 

them to have a new heart and a new spirit.  In other words, they are 

not as innocent as they have been proclaiming.  They need new hearts 
and new spirits, a heart and spirit that are docile to God’s statues and 

charitable toward neighbor.   
 

 For us today, we are seeing a tendency among some to place 
blame on society for individual sins.  Society is to blame for the woes 

of an individual.  In contrast, Sacred Scripture emphasizes personal 
responsibility.  God knows the human heart and it’s openness to Him 

and its desire to do what is right and just.   
 

 He will certainly take into account the challenges of family life 
and broader culture.  None-the-less, each of our lives will be judged in 

light of love, i.e., in light of our openness to Christ and how we made 
Him present in our lives to those around us.       


