
Fr. Andrie Page 1 
 

 When our lectionary begins a new book, I like to provide a little historical 

background to help put it in context.  The Israelites were deported in three 

different waves from the Promised Land to Babylon because of continued 

infidelity and their refusal to heed the prophets (605, 597, 587). 

  The years 587 – 538 B.C. are what scholars refer to as the Babylonian 

Exile.  It is the period in which the Jewish people are removed from the land – a 

kind of reverse exodus – and live in a foreign land.  Eventually, the Persians 

defeated the Babylonians.   

 Cyrus, the king of the Persians, promulgated a royal edict that permitted 

the Judean exiles (538 B.C.) to return to their homeland to rebuild the Temple 

in Jerusalem.  This will be the second Temple because the first one built by 

Solomon was destroyed.     

 Many of the Jewish people returned and began rebuilding.  However, they 

soon faced challenges, both internally and externally.  The native people or the 

Samaritans wanted to be a part of the rebuilding.  The Jewish people declined 

their offer.  Consequently, they began to hassle them. 

 Thus, today we hear King Darius issue a decree for the Samaritans to 

stop hassling them.  Later this week, we will read from the prophet Haggai who 

will accuse the people of being more concerned with building their own homes 

rather than the Temple.    

 Furthermore, the Jewish people began marrying pagan wives, which was 

one of the major reasons why they fell away from Lord before the exile.  Thus, 

Ezra tells them that they must separate from their foreign wives.   

 For us today, there are some beautiful spiritual points we can take away.  

For example, like the Jewish people, there are times when our lives feel like 

they are falling apart and we have to put them back together.  The Jewish 

people rebuilt their Temple.  In other words, God (and in particular, worship!) 

must always be at the center in building our own lives. 

 Like the Jewish people, others and our own weaknesses will pester us as 

we try to place the Lord at the center of our lives. 

 Finally, we see what happens when we begin to compromise on principles 

of our faith.  The Jewish people married pagan wives and stopped building.  

When we begin to compromise, we lose our zeal for Christ and become 

indifferent.  By God’s grace, then, we are called to hold fast to the full truth of 

our faith as we build our lives on Christ, the center and goal of our lives. 


