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 When I was a deacon, my seminarian class went to Rome a couple of 

years ago in January.  One of Churches we stopped in was the Church of the 

Gesu, the mother church of the Jesuits.  While there, I will never forget 

seeing St. Francis Xavier’s right forearm.  It was the arm that Francis used 

to bless and baptized thousands of converts.     

 St. Francis Xavier, of course, is one of the most well-known and 

beloved Jesuit saints in our tradition.  As a young man, he met St. Ignatius 

of Loyola, who, to put it lightly, changed Francis’ life forever.  Apparently, 

Ignatius had asked Francis, who was a young teacher of philosophy at the 

time, “What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit 

his life?” (Matthew 16:26a)   

 St. Francis is most associated with his work in India where he lived 

among the poorest people, sharing their food and rough accommodations.   

 An excerpt from one of his letters that is read in the liturgy of hours is 

one of my absolute favorite readings for the whole year.  In it, Francis 

speaks of the extremely hard work of going from village to village in India 

baptizing and saying Mass for the poor.   

 Here’s what he says in the office, “I have not stopped since the day I 

arrived. I conscientiously made the rounds of the villages. I bathed in the 

sacred waters all the children who had not yet been baptized. This means 

that I have purified a very large number of children so young that, as the 

saying goes, they could not tell their right hand from their left. The older 

children would not let me say my Office or eat or sleep until I taught them 

one prayer or another. Then I began to understand: ‘The kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as these.’”  

 St. Francis died, worn out by his extensive traveling and hard work for 

Christ on the island of Shang’chuan, located about 100 miles southwest of 

Hong Kong.  He was on his way to China, but his plan was never realized.  

Today, along with St. Therese of Lisieux, he is declared a patron of missions. 

 For us today, we can certainly be inspired by this wonderful saint. 

Sometimes we may wonder what we can do – “I’m just one person and 

ordinary.”  However, God loves to do extraordinary things with ordinary 

people.  When we open our hearts to Christ like St. Francis did, He can do 

marvelous things in us.  St. Francis Xavier, pray for us! 


