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St. Francis of Assisi 

 St Francis is one of the world’s most popular and beloved saints. He is 

the patron saint of animals, merchants, and ecology.  He was born in Assisi, 

Italy, in 1181 to wealthy parents.  His father was a silk merchant who 

named his son Francis after France and French culture which he admired.   

 Francis enjoyed a comfortable youth and had many friends.  He 

himself said that he lived in sin in his teenage years.  As a young man, 

Francis thirsted for glory.  When he set out for the fourth crusade, God 

spoke to Francis telling him to return home.  Francis was humiliated, but he 

obeyed.    

 Francis encountered a leper and gave the man a kiss as a sign of 

peace.  Afterwards, the man vanished.  Francis concluded that God had 

tested him.    

 Francis began spending more time in prayer and wept for his sins.  

During one of his times praying in church (Church of San Damiano), he 

heard the crucifix speak to him, “Francis, repair my church.”  Thinking God 

wanted him to fix the building, he went to his father’s shop and took some 

fabric to sell it.  This, of course, made his father very angry.   

 Eventually, Francis gave the money back and began begging for 

stones to rebuild the San Damiano church.  Then he realized that God 

wanted him to build the universal church, not the little building. 

 Francis began to preach about God’s love.  He also gave all his 

belongings so that he could imitate Christ’s poverty.  Soon, people became 

attracted to this radical way of living.   In short, Francis took Jesus’ 

command to "Announce the kingdom! Possess no gold or silver or copper in 

your purses, no traveling bag, no sandals, no staff." (Luke 9:1-3)  

 Francis shared deeply in Christ’s sufferings.  During the last years of 

his life he went half blind and became seriously ill.  Two years before his 

death, he received the stigmata, the painful wounds of Christ in His hands, 

feet and side.   

 Francis was canonized just two years after his death.  Today he 

intercedes for Catholics around the world and many miracles are attributed 

to his name.   Like Francis, may we be radically open to Christ’s invitation to 

rebuild the Church through prayer, self-sacrifice, and our service.              

St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us!   


