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 Today’s saint is certainly one of the most popular saints in our Church’s 

tradition.  While St. Francis is certainly known for his love for creation, including 

animals, there is much more to this admired saint.   

 Growing up he enjoyed the easy life because of his father’s money and the 

permissiveness of the time.  It is said that he was a leader of young people who 

spent their nights at wild parties.  When he was younger, he hungered for glory.  In 

his mind, of course, this could be gained by war.  He gained his chance for glory 

when the knights called for the Fourth Crusade.  His love for wealth is seen by the 

fact that he had a suit or armor made out of gold. 

 About a day after he left, he had a dream in which God told him that he was 

going the wrong way (in life).  When he returned, he was ridiculed for not going 

into battle.  His father was enraged for the money wasted on the armor.   

 He began spending more time in prayer and wept for his sins.  During one of 

his times praying in church (Church of San Damiano), he heard the crucifix speak 

to him, “Francis, repair my church.”  Thinking God wanted him to fix the building, 

he went to his father’s shop and took some fabric to sell it.  This, of course, made 

his father very angry.   

 Eventually, Francis gave the money back and began begging for stones to 

rebuild the San Damiano church.  Then he realized that God wanted him to build 

the universal church, not the little building. 

 He began to preach about God’s love.  He also gave all his belongings so that 

he could imitate Christ’s poverty.  Soon, people became attracted to this radical 

way of living.  Basically, he took Jesus’ command to "Announce the kingdom! 

Possess no gold or silver or copper in your purses, no traveling bag, no sandals, no 

staff" (Luke 9:1-3).   

 Without question, he shared deeply in Christ’s sufferings.  During the last 

years of his life he went half blind and became seriously ill.  Two years before his 

death, he received the stigmata, the real and painful wounds of Christ in His hands, 

feet and side. 

 What can we learn from this beloved saint of our tradition?  At the very least, 

we can see how attractive it is when someone really takes the Gospel seriously.  He 

certainly inspired our current Holy Father who took the name Francis when 

someone said to him, “Don’t forget about the poor.”  Our currently Holy Father is 

imitating Francis by paying his hotel bill, not living in luxurious Vatican apartment, 

visiting the poor in Brazil, and driving around an old car.  Essentially, Pope Francis 

is telling us, happy doesn’t consist in material things.  Instead, it is in Jesus and 

following Him.  May we not just admire St. Francis and our Holy Father, but open 

our hearts and more closely follow Christ, who became poor so that we might 

become rich in our relationship with the Lord.   


