
For the next week and a half, our first reading will be taken from 
Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  This is a short letter, just six chapters 

long.  It is one of Paul’s most polemical letters in the NT. 
 

Paul writes to the Christian communities in the province of 
Galatia, which is modern day central Turkey.  He founded a number of 

Christian communities in this area.  After leaving to bring the gospel to 
other areas, unfortunately, a number of rival missionaries came into 

Galatia and began proposing what he calls a “different gospel” than 
what he preached. 

 
According to Paul, these rival missionaries were perverting the 

gospel.  They were arguing that one must be circumcised and keep all 
of the ceremonial laws from the Old Testament such as dietary 

restrictions, purity codes, Sabbath observance, and the whole liturgical 

calendar of Old Covenant feasts.  Paul uses the shorthand expression 
“works of the law” as a way of describing this whole way of life. 

 
 In Paul’s mind, the essence of the Gospel is at stake.  One is 

saved not by “works of the law,” but rather by faith in Jesus Christ.  
This faith, of course, must be expressed in love or as we sometimes 

say, “a living faith.”  In short, faith is a gift and lived out in charity. 
Overall, Galatians is written to “set the record straight” about how we 

get into right relationship (i.e., justification) with God.  In short, do we 
earn our way into God’s family or are we received as a gift?    

 
Today, we hear Paul vindicating himself as an apostle.  Paul tells 

the Galatians that he used to live zealously according to the Mosaic 
Law.  He lived the ceremonial rituals that these false missionaries are 

proposing to the Galatians.  However, when Christ encountered Him, 
all this changed.  God revealed the truth of the Gospel to Him.  Then, 

for two weeks, he conferred with Peter and James to learn more about 
Jesus and to make sure he was on the right track. 

 
For us today, while most of us do not adhere to the dietary 

restrictions and liturgical laws of the Old Covenant, there are plenty of 
other ideas or ways of living that threaten to steal our hearts away 

from Christ.  Obviously, materialism, hedonism, or moral relativism 
(i.e., no absolute truth) greatly threatens Christian faith.  In short, we 

are not saved by our own efforts or faith in human progress, but 

rather by the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, which we accept 
and live by faith in charity.  Like Paul, we must be on guard and 

counter the threats to our faith just as he did for the Galatians.  


