
 There are a couple of keys points from our first reading today we 
can reflect upon.  First, we must keep in mind that in the background 

is Paul’s conversion experience when the Risen Christ encountered Him 
while He was on the road to Damascus.  Paul is very bold about the 

fact that he persecuted the early church, but his encounter with the 
Risen Jesus changed everything.   

 
 He says that after His conversion, he began preaching the faith 

he once tried to destroy.  After fourteen years of doing this, he 
realized that he could not be a lone ranger.  Jesus chose certain men 

as apostles whom he referred to as “pillars” of the Church.  The faith 
that Paul proclaims must be in accord with these pillars. 

 
 Pope Emeritus Benedict, commenting on this, remarked, “The 

mission [Paul] received from the Risen One to evangelize the Gentiles 

needed to be confirmed and guaranteed by those who offered him and 
Barnabas their right hand in fellowship; as a sign of approval of their 

apostolate and their evangelization and of their acceptance into the 
one communion of Christ’s Church.” (Saint Paul, 16)   

 
 This is very insightful because sometimes, unfortunately some of 

our Protestant brothers and sisters who strongly emphasize Paul and 
his writings will say, “Well, we follow Paul and his teachings.”  What 

they do not realize is that Paul himself met with Peter, James and John 
in Jerusalem to make sure that the faith he was proclaiming was 

correct.  In other words, Christian faith must be in accord with the 
teaching of the apostles and Apostolic Tradition.  

 
 Second, we hear about the incident at Antioch where Peter was 

afraid of eating with Gentiles when his Jewish brothers came onto the 

scene.  He pulled back from fear of what his Jewish brothers would 
think.  Consequently, when Paul saw this, he called Peter out.  In 

short, even Peter makes mistakes.  He put social acceptance over 
what he believed.   

 
 For us, I am sure there have been times when you are with a 

certain group of people and it is much more difficult to live your faith.  
For example, while you may normally pray before meals, if you are at 

a restaurant with certain people you may be tempted to skip prayer.  
Or there may be times when someone uses the Lord’s name in vain 

and you say nothing.  During these times, we must ask for the Holy 
Spirit to give us the courage to be strong in our faith.  We are called to 

live our faith when it is easy, and when it is difficult.  May God give us 
the grace to live the faith we profess, whether it is easy or difficult.   


