
 For the last week and a half, our first reading has been taken 

from St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  Paul writes this letter because 
rival missionaries were coming into Galatia and claiming that Christian 

converts must be circumcised.  As such, they must keep the 
ceremonial precepts of the law (e.g., kosher laws).  In the letter, Paul 

uses the phrase “works of the law” as a shorthand expression for the 
entire liturgical and ceremonial rituals given by Moses. 

 
 In Paul’s mind, the essence of the Gospel is at stake.  

Essentially, the issue is how we are saved?  How do we come into right 
relationship (i.e., communion) with God?  How are we adopted into 

God’s family?  For Paul, it’s not by “works of the law” (i.e., Jewish 
practices), but rather by faith in Jesus Christ.  It’s Jesus and faith in 

Him that we are brought into God’s family and hence, into right 
relationship with God. 

 

 Prior to our verses today, Paul speaks of being “baptized into 
Christ” and “clothed with Christ.”  As Catholics, we know it’s through 

baptism (the sacrament of faith) that we are brought into God’s family 
(i.e., the Church). 

 
 In today’s verses and those that follow tomorrow, Paul will speak 

about “life in the family of God.”  In other words, after bring brought 
into the family, Paul tackles how one lives in God’s family.  There is 

great freedom in Christ, but it’s a freedom guided by the Spirit.  As a 
member of God’s family, we are called to “grow up” in Christ.  That is, 

we must allow the Holy Spirit to guide us. 
  

 Tomorrow we will look at how Paul contrasts “works of the flesh” 
with a life “guided by the Spirit.”  The former leads to disinheritance 

from the Kingdom of God, while the latter leads to growth in Christ 

and God willing, entrance into His Kingdom.   
 

 In closing, Galatians deals with two critically important truths:  
 

1. Entrance into God’s family (and therefore right relationship 
with God) – takes place by faith in Christ via baptism; 

2. Life in God’s family – a life that is guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 

For us today, take time in prayer thanking God for the gift of Jesus 
and for faith in Him (and your baptism!).  And in prayer, ask for a 

greater outpouring of the Holy Spirit to “live in Christ” as a member of 
His family so that God willing, one day you will see Him face-to-face.   


