
In the Beginning 
 

 Obviously, there is much that can be said with our first reading 
on the first creation account from Genesis.  Using Hebrew poetry, the 

author wants to convey fundamental truths about God, our 
relationship with Him, and our place in the world. 

 
 Concerning God, we learn that God is distinct from the world, 

which opposes those who believe that God is the world (i.e., 
pantheism).  We learn that there is only one God and that He created 

everything (contra polytheism).  We learn that God creates freely and 
by His power (i.e., His Word).     

 
 Concerning our relationship with God, we learn that God 

basically prepared everything so that the world is a kind of “habitat” 

for us to live.  Additionally, we learn that God is not so much a master, 
but rather a Father, and we are His children. 

 
 Concerning our place in the world, we learn that man is the 

pinnacle of creation.  In other words, God saves the best for last.  We 
learn that creation is good (contra dualistic beliefs that believe matter 

is evil and the spiritual realm is good).   
 

 Tomorrow, we will hear that man is created in God’s image and 
likeness.  Traditionally, this means that we have an intellect and a will, 

which give us the capacity to know and love.   
 

 Additionally, made in God’s image and likeness, we have 
dominion over the animals and created world.  We are called to be 

good stewards and in doing so, we image God who cares for all that 

He has made.  
 

 Finally, made in His image and likeness, we learn that we are by 
nature social creatures.  God is Trinity – a Communion of Persons – 

and therefore made in His image, we will only realize our full 
potentiality as persons when we live in communion with others. 

 
  In short, we are most grateful for the opening pages of 

Scripture because they reveal so much about God, our relationship 
with Him, and our place in creation.  If you have some time this week, 

read over the opening pages of Genesis and again wonder at how good 
both God and all of creation truly is. 


