
 Obviously, there is much that can be said with our first reading 
on the first creation account from Genesis.  Using Hebrew poetry, the 

author wants to convey fundamental truths about God, our 
relationship with Him, and our place in the world. 

 
 In creating the world, we hear how God orders things and fills 

each realm (i.e., space, land, and water) with living creatures.  We 
also learn that He saves the best for last: man.  Human beings are the 

pinnacle of creation. 
 

 What is more, we learn that human beings are made in the 
image and likeness of God.  We have heard this so many times that it 

is easy to take for granted. 
 

 Traditionally, it means that we have an intellect and a will, which 

give us the capacity to know and love.  As human beings, our intellect 
gives us the capacity to self-reflect upon God, the world, and 

ourselves.  We are aware that we know.  In contrast, as much I like 
dogs, they do not have an intellect.  If you look into a dog’s eyes, 

there is nobody home.  They do not have self-awareness.   
 

 Additionally, given that we have a will, it means we can love.  
We have the capacity to make choices and essentially shape or form 

our character.  Again, animals do not have this capacity.  Dogs just 
eat, sleep, and wag their tails.  Some dogs are not more virtuous than 

other dogs.  They simply live according to their instinct. 
 

 Furthermore, made in God’s image, we hear God say, “Be fertile 
and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it.”  In other words, God gives 

us dominion over the rest of creation.  We image God when we care 

for creation and help bring it to perfection.       
 

 Finally, a little later in the narrative, we hear these words, 
“Adam was one hundred and thirty years old when he begot a son in 

his likeness, after his image; and he named him Seth” (Gn. 5:3).  
Here, image refers to sonship.  Seth, a son, is begotten after the 

image of his father Adam.  God is our Father, and made in His image, 
we are his children. 

 
  In short, it is a great privilege to made in the image and 

likeness of God.  May we always remember this and remind others of 
this critical truth as well. 
 


