
 Our lectionary cycle for the first reading has returned to the book of 
Genesis, picking up the narrative prior to the season of Lent.  It was quite 

a long time ago.  I thought a little refresher might be helpful to 
understand where we are in the narrative. 

 
 Yesterday was a very significant moment in Genesis and in all of 

salvation.  God asked Abram to leave his familial surroundings and head 
to the land that God would show him.  God then delivered three promises 

to Abraham: Great nation, great name, and worldwide a blessing (i.e., all 
the nations would be blessed in Abram).  

 
 It’s worth noting that Abram was invited to leave everything.  He 

was to go forth from his kinsfolk.  However, wen Abram left his homeland 
he took his nephew Lot with him.  Lot was like an insurance policy in case 

Abram didn’t have any children.   
 

 The beautiful thing about the Scripture is that it doesn’t read like a 
children’s book that says, “And Abram didn’t fully listen to the Lord and 
that was wrong.”  Instead, it teaches through consequences.   

 
 What is one of the consequences?  He got into a “lot” of trouble 

(pardon the pun) with family problems.  After their short stay in Egypt, 
the whole family returns to the Promised Land and there is a division in 

the family.  We hear that the possessions of Abram and Lot were so great 
that they could not even dwell together.  Additionally, “there were 

quarrels between the herdsman of Abram’s livestock and those of Lot’s.”    
 

 To fix this problem, Abram (even though he is older and has a right 
to choose the lands he wants), allows Lot to have the first choice to divide 

the land.  As a younger person may do today, Lot chooses the best 
portion of the land for himself.  At first glance, it seems like a great 

choice because it sounds like the Garden of Eden. 
 
 However, there are two hints for us that reveal it was a poor 

choice.  First, Lot travels “east.”  In biblical language, going east is not 
good.  Adam and Even were banished “east” of the garden.  Second, we 

hear that the people of Sodom and Gomorrah populated the land.  These 
peoples will be destroyed later in the narrative.  In short, Lot chose 

material goods and it came at great cost to his spiritual good. 
 

 For us, again and again the Scripture provides us with little lessons. 
In our case, one reaps what one sows.  For Abram, family division 

resulted from prior disobedience to God.  Furthermore, Lot made a choice 
only in light of material considerations.  In making a decision, always 

consider how it will affect your spiritual welfare! 


