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 In our lectionary earlier this week, God called Abram from his 

homeland in Ur to the land of Canaan, which is sometimes referred to as the 

Promised Land.  In doing so, he promised Abram threefold blessing – I will 

make of you a great nation; I will make your name great; and all the nations 

will be blessed through you. 

 So Abram trusts in the Lord, picks up the family, and makes the long 

journey (roughly 800-900 miles).  Abram makes the journey with his wife 

Sarai and his nephew Lot.  From yesterday’s reading, we get the sense that 

God blessed Abram for his flocks and herds were so great, that he actually 

had to split up with his nephew Lot because the land couldn’t support both of 

them.  Therefore, Lot settles in the area of Sodom, while Abram remained in 

the Promised Land. 

 Although Abram had many flocks, he was missing one essential piece 

to fulfill the promise of God – an heir.  If God is going to make a great 

nation from Abram, he certainly needs an heir.  And yet, no heir had come 

forth.  So Abram naturally begins to wonder – I am getting pretty old – Lord 

are you going to just use one of my servants to fulfill the promise?  And God 

essentially says, “No, you will have a son.”  God then takes him outside and 

shows him the stars.  “See those stars, your descendents will be as 

numerous as those stars.” 

 And then the Lord performs basically what is a ceremony where He 

ratifies the promises he had made previously.  Abram takes some animals 

and cuts them in two wherein a smoking fire pot and flaming torch go in 

between them.  God symbolically says, “If I break my promise to you – may 

I be like these animals – torn in two.”  Abram falls into a deep sleep, which 

reminds of Adam’s deep sleep before the creation of Eve.  In other words, it 

is God who will fulfill the promises, not Abram.   

 And of course, we know that God does fulfill His promises.  Ultimately 

it is in Jesus Christ, the seed of Abraham that all the nations are blessed.  

And, interestingly, as a man, Jesus takes on the curse by being “torn in two” 

just like those animals when He was crucified on the Cross.  What can we 

learn from this today?  No matter how bad things appear in the world, God 

has and always will fulfill His promises.  Our Lord promises:  "I am the 

resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die” (Jn 11:25).  


