
 Our lectionary has brought us to Genesis 18 and 19, which 
concerns Abraham’s intercession for Sodom, the rescuing of Lot and 

his family, and the eventual destruction of the city.  
 

 Yesterday we heard Abraham asking for the Lord to spare the 
city.  He begins by asking the Lord if He will spare it for the sake of 50.  

From there, he negotiates his way to 45, 40, 30, 20, and 10.  The Lord 
assured Abraham, “For the sake of those ten, I will not destroy it.”  

 
 I will provide a couple of thoughts on this point.  First, notice the 

power of intercession here.  Abraham has a heart for others, and he 
has the confidence to pray for them.  And God listens!  Like Abraham, 

Moses will intercede for the people when they worship a golden calf.  
We could say that they “catch God’s heart” with their intercessory 

prayers.    

 
 Second, notice that God is willing to spare the entire city for the 

sake of just a few people.  The few people are like a “leaven of hope” 
for the rest of the city.  As long as the Church, a community, or a 

country has a small core of virtuous people seeking God, there is hope.  
In short, God is patient with the many for the sake of the few. 

 
 Unfortunately, there were not even ten innocent people in the 

city.  In the verses between yesterday and today, we learn that the 
city has become quite corrupt, i.e., failing to show hospitality to 

strangers and neglect of the poor (cf Ezek 16:49-50), as well as sexual 
sins of unnatural lust and homosexual rape.  One gets the sense that 

the sin has become so prevalent that they have become spiritually 
blind, i.e., failing to see what is good and what is evil. 

 

 Thankfully, the Lord displays great mercy to Abraham’s nephew 
Lot and his family.  Lot appears quite passive in that the angels have 

to almost pull him out of the city.  We see, then, that Lot and his 
family are benefiting from Abraham’s prayers!   

 
 Finally, we get this odd detail that Lot’s wife looked back and 

turned into a pillar of salt.  The imagery is powerful.  The idea might 
be that if you don’t look forward and progress in life, you become like 

a pillar (lifeless or standing still).      
 

 On a personal note, while in the Holy Land near the Dead Sea, 
our tour guide mentioned a tradition that Sodom and Gomorrah are 

below the Dead Sea.  May we remember the power of intercessory 
prayer and the power that a small flock seeking the Lord can do!  


