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  This weekend we celebrate our Fall Festival.  It is the first major 

fall celebration since 2013, when we had Oktoberfest.  Just a word of 

gratitude to our Fall Committee Members for all planning and 

organizing they put in the last six months to make it a reality.   

 Additionally, thank you to all of our volunteers.  It takes a village 

to make a large festival like this happen.  And I am grateful to 

Catherine Rupp, our events coordinator, for all the work she put in.  

 Finally, thank you to everyone who participated in festival.  

[Right after this Mass, we have the kickball championship.  And we’ll 

see who wins the tickets to the pilgrimage with the raffle drawing].      

 Festivals, of course, meant to bring people together, share 

stories, create new memories, and have lots of fun.  They meant to 

build bonds of communion and community.  

 In our first reading this weekend, we see that communion and 

community is good!  For example, we hear that it is not good that the 

man is alone.  This is the first time in Scripture that we hear that 

something is not good.  We are created as social creatures.  God is a 

Communion of Persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – and if we are 

made in God’s image, are made for communion.  In other words, we 

will be fulfilled, truly happy, when we live our relationships with others 

well.   

  



 2 

 Given that the man is alone, God will provide a solution.  He will 

create someone with whom his life with.  He will create a “suitable 

partner.”  The Hebrew here is difficult to translate.  It can mean 

indispensible companion, a helpmate, etc.   

 We then hear that the Lord God forms from the ground various 

animals and birds of the air and brings them to the man to see what 

he would call them.  In the Scripture, to name something symbolizes 

that you have authority over it.   

 This would be a fun activity.  You’re a giraffe – you have quite 

the neck.  This one is a chipmunk.  And this one is a golden retriever.  

One gets the sense, however, that after all animals pass by in pairs, 

the man thinks, “Everything has a partner but me.  I can’t share my 

life with any of these animals.  I am different.  I need someone to 

share my life with.”        

 The man needs a companion.  Companion literally means “to 

break bread with.”  He need someone with whom he can share his life, 

i.e., his hopes, dreams, joys, sorrows, and sufferings.   

 We then hear that the Lord God puts the man into a deep sleep.  

In the Scriptures, whenever someone goes into a deep sleep, it signals 

that God is about to do something brand new (e.g., Gn 15:12- 

Abraham is put into a deep sleep before God makes a covenant with 

him).   
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 Then God does a little surgery.  He takes a rib and forms it into a 

woman.  Notice what God doesn’t do here.  He doesn’t take a foot 

bone, which would symbolize that the man is somehow superior to the 

woman and therefore step on her or just boss her around.  Nor does 

He take part of the man’s cranium, which would symbolize that the 

woman is smarter than the man.   

 Instead, God takes a rib, which is close to his heart.  The 

woman, then, is taken from the bone that protects the heart, one of 

the most vital organs of the body.  Poetically, we are to see that the 

woman is created out of the man’s side as his equal and near his heart 

to be loved.   

 Even though man and woman are created so differently – the 

man from the “dust of the ground” and the woman from the man’s 

heart – they are literally “made for each other.”  They are created for 

communion, i.e., their goal is to build a “shared life.” 

 Finally, we hear that after creating the woman, the Lord God 

brings her to the man.  This reminds us that the woman (and all 

women) are a gift.  Upon seeing her, the man is almost beside himself.  

The man says, “This one, at last, is bone of my bone and flesh of my 

flesh.”   In the Scriptures, bone symbolizes strength and flesh 

symbolizes weakness.  Poetically, the man says, “She is like me in 

strength and in weakness.”   
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 The two are called to build a life together – to become a one 

flesh union – in both strength and weakness.  Hence, in the marriage 

rite, a man and woman exchange vows saying, “I promise to be true 

to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and health.  I will love you 

and honor you all the days of your life.”  In short, I am bound to you 

in “strength” (bone) and weakness (flesh)” all my days.  

 What a rich reading!  It reminds us that we need each other.  

We are created for communion and will only reach our fullest potential 

as human beings when living in communion with others.  Of course, it 

is not always easy to do this!  We are fallen, and oftentimes turned in 

ourselves, and want to put our own persons before others.   

 God knows this!  Therefore, He sends us help.  The early Church 

Fathers saw the original union of man and woman in our first reading 

as a foreshadowing of Christ and His bride, the Church.  For example, 

just as Adam was put into a deep sleep, so Christ fell into the “deep 

sleep” of death on the Cross.       

 And just as God created Eve from the Adam’s side, we know that 

as Jesus slept, blood and water flowed from His side, symbolizing birth 

of the Church.  Water symbolizes baptism and the blood Eucharist.  As 

the Church, we are born anew in baptism and nourished by the 

Eucharist.  Jesus binds Himself to us in “strength” and “weakness” in 

good times and in bad (suffering), and invites us to do the same.  
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 At St. Therese, we can the importance of building communion – 

with Christ, and through Him with each other.  For it is only in 

communion that we will truly be happy, fulfill, and reach our fullest 

potential as human beings.  May God help each of you to build 

communion and our community here at St. Therese for His glory and 

God willing, so that we become saints!  

   


