
 Using poetic language, our first reading continues to convey the 
truth about our life before the fall.  We hear that God plants the man 

in a garden in Eden, in the East.  The garden symbolizes the state of 
grace.  It is a place of intimacy (of communion), where the Lord God 

and man walk together.   
 

 Additionally, we hear that man is created out of the clay of the 
ground.  Man (‘adam) is created from the clay of the ground 

(‘adamah).  There is a play on words here.  What we have is a kind of 
“soil man.”  However, unlike the animals, he is given the “breath of 

life” (ruah).  God’s “life principle” or spirit is given to man so that he 
can share in God’s own life.      

 
 Furthermore, we hear that among all the trees in the garden, 

only two are named.  There is the tree of life that’s in the middle of the 

garden.  Its location tells us that it’s very important.  Second, there is 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

 
 We tend to focus on the one tree man can’t eat.  However, it’s 

important to realize what great freedom God gives man.  He can freely 
eat from 99.99% of the trees.  The one tree, of course, he can’t eat 

from is the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 

 Why is this the case?  Because God is the criteria for what is 
good and evil.  We do not determine what is good and evil, God does.  

Original sin is arrogantly determining for ourselves what is good and 
what is evil.  Unfortunately, this is where many people are today.   

 
 Ironically, in the Supreme Court case of Casey vs. Planned 

Parenthood in 1992, here is the statement issued to justify abortion: 

“At the heart of liberty is the right to define ones own concept of 
existence of meaning of the universe, of the mystery of human life.”  

In other words, every person has the right to eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.  Good and evil are a personal decision.  

From these rich verses, we learn the following:  
 

 1). God created a beautiful environment for man.   
 2). In the beginning man walked intimately with God.   

 3). God gave man tremendous freedom, but there are limits. 
 4). Ultimately we do not determine good and evil, God does.   

 
 We must trust that God has our best interest in mind.  He is our 

loving Father who will provide for us.  The question, will we trust Him?   


