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 With today’s first reading, we see God’s plan of salvation continue.  If 

you recall, God called Abraham from his land in Ur to go to the land of 

Canaan.  He promised Abraham three things: He would make Abraham a 

great nation; He would make Abraham’s name great, and that all the nations 

would be blessed through Abraham.   

 However, before doing so fulfilling these promises, God tested 

Abraham by asking him to sacrifice His only son Isaac.  And Abraham 

obeyed, bringing him to Mount Moriah – which tradition says is where the 

future Temple would be built.  And just as Abraham was about to carry out 

the command, God stopped him and said, stop “Do not lay your hand on the 

child or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God seeing as you 

have not withheld your only son from me.”  God again promises that 

because of Abraham’s faithfulness, He will indeed multiply his descendents 

as many as the stars in heaven or the sand which is on the seashore. 

 So after Abraham provides a proper burial for Sarah, he then carries 

out God’s plan by sending his servant to obtain a wife for his son, Isaac.  

And God, as always, makes provisions to make this happen.  The servant 

meets Rebekah at the watering well in Abraham’s own country, wherein he 

eventually brings her back to marry Isaac.  God’s plan continues – all the 

nations will be blessed through Abraham just as He promised. 

 If you read through the book of Genesis, without question you will see 

a lot of “messiness” so to speak from human sin.  There is infidelity, deceit, 

murder, etc.  As sad as this is, what is quite amazing is that in the midst of 

it God’s plan continues to move forward.  He made a promise to Abraham 

and we see this plan carried forward in today’s first reading through his son 

Isaac, then to Jacob, through Jacob’s twelve sons, and eventually through 

the kings that will be raised up after Israel becomes its own kingdom.  The 

key, of course, is that all of history moves forward to Jesus Christ, who is 

the king of all kings and in whom all the nations are blessed. 

 Now our lives are quite messy too.  Sometimes our families are a mess 

– our children have left the faith, my spouse isn’t practicing, there’s been 

infidelity, dishonesty, etc.  We certainly pray and hope that the light of faith 

will be kindled in everyone.  We want that.  However, never doubt that God 

has a plan for each of us and as read in the book of Genesis, that He carries 

it out even in the midst of human sinfulness.  May we ask God for all the 

graces that we need to cooperate with His plan for His glory. 


