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 In our first from Genesis, we hear the Lord confirm that He will fulfill the 

promises He made to Jacob as he made his journey to Haran to find a wife.  

During the journey, Jacob falls asleep and has a dream of a stairway reaching to 

the heavens, with God’s messengers going up and down on it to perform the 

tasks assigned them by God.   

 It is quite interesting to see how many of the Fathers of the Church 

understood this event in light of Christ.  For example, Jerome says the stone 

upon which Jacob laid his head was Christ.  It supported Jacob as he was fleeing 

persecution from his brother Esau. As Jacob anointed the stone, so Christ was 

anointing by the Holy Spirit in His baptism.  

 Regarding the ladder, John the Apostle interpreted it in His Gospel as 

Christ as well.  You may remember at the beginning of John’s Gospel that Philip 

found Nathaniel in Nazareth under the fig tree.  When Nathanial learned that 

Jesus saw him while he was under the fig tree, he made a great act of faith, 

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  You are the king of Israel!”   

 And Jesus replied to him by saying, “Because I said to you, I saw you 

under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than 

these…Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of 

God ascending and descending upon the Son of man."  Jesus makes a clear 

reference to Jacob’s dream and the ladder that we hear about in today’s first 

reading.  Christ is the ladder in that He is the perfect mediator between God 

and man who brings God to us and us to God. 

 One Church Father sees the ladder as a symbol of the Cross.  Just as the 

ladder was raised up to heaven, so the Cross was raised up with our Savior 

upon it.  The Cross leads us to heaven as envisioned by the ladder.  The steps 

of the stairwell or the rungs on the ladder are the different virtues – faith, hope, 

charity, justice, chastity, patience, etc.  If we faithfully climb them, we will 

undoubtedly reach heaven. 

 Finally, Caesarius of Arles gives an interesting interpretation.  He says 

that just as the ladder was both in heaven and on earth, so Christ is both in 

heaven and on earth.  As head of the Church, He is now in heaven where He 

sits at the right hand of the Father.  However, He is also on earth in His body, 

the Church, as she makes her way to heaven. 

 Regardless, the Church Fathers teach us a couple of things.  First, it is fun 

it can be to read the Scriptures.  Second, it is only in light of Jesus Christ that 

their full meaning becomes clear to us. 


