
 Genesis 2 concludes with the statement, “The man and his wife 
were both naked, yet they felt no shame.”  Immediately following this, we 

hear about the serpent that is cunning or subtle.  In Hebrew, there is a 
play on words here that we miss.  The man and his wife were ‘arummim, 

while the serpent is ‘arum.  The idea is that the serpent is going to play 
on the vulnerability of the man and woman. 

 
 And so the serpent asks the woman, “Did God really tell you not to 

eat from any of the trees in the garden?”  Notice what the serpent does 
here.  He puts the accent on the negative.  Did God say, “You shall not 

eat of any tree of the garden?  The serpent doesn’t focus on the great 
freedom given to the man and woman.  They can eat from 99.99% of the 

trees in the garden.  Instead, he puts a heavy accent mark on what they 
cannot do. 

 
 Unfortunately, we still see this today.  Many accuse Catholics of 

what they can’t do.  Our faith is filled with just a bunch of rules.  You 
can’t do this and you can’t do that.  Never mind that rules protect our 
relationship with the Lord and one other and how much joy our faith gives 

us. 
 

 In other words, what the serpent tries to do is begin to distort the 
image of God.  He is not a loving Father who provides for His children.  

No, He is a master, a tyrant who is distant and just creates rules so that 
we are miserable. 

 
 In fact, according to the serpent, God can’t even be trusted.  The 

serpent says, “You certainly will not die!  No, God knows well that the 
moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods 

who know what is good and what is evil.”  In other words, God is not 
good.  He is holding good things from you.  He doesn’t want you to be 

happy.  Therefore, you must go out and get it for yourself.  You need to 
look out for number one: yourself.  Unfortunately, the woman buys into 
the lie and believes him. 

 
 Lest we be too hard on the woman, we must ask, “Where is the 

man?”  He is supposed to not only keep or guard the garden, but also his 
bride.  Here, we see the great moral failure of the man.  He does not 

protect his bride.  Unfortunately, we still see this with many men today.  
They fail to take responsibility for their wife and children.   

 
 For us today, may we always keep before us the truth about who 

God is: He is a loving Father who provides for us, His children.  He holds 
nothing back from us – giving us even His own Son!  Therefore, we do not 

need to “reach out” and take things into our own hands.  We are called to 
trust God at all times, knowing that He will always provide for us.  


