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 If we remember the readings from yesterday’s Mass, Jacob was sent by 

his father Isaac back to their family of origin to find a wife.  On the way, Jacob 

had a dream of a stairway leading up to heaven with the angels of God 

ascending and descending on it.  Many of the Church fathers saw the stairway 

or ladder as a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, who is our way to heaven. 

 While in his homeland, Jacob not only found a wife, but married two wives 

and had eleven children while there.  The Lord then moved him to return to his 

father Isaac with his wives servants, and many flocks. 

 On the way back, we hear in today’s reading that Jacob wrestled with a 

man – some translations read an angel – wherein the angel recognizes that he 

losing, strikes Jacob’s hip at its socket.  The angel demands that Jacob let him 

go, but Jacob refuses to do so until the angel blesses him. 

 On a side note, I’ve given out a lot of first priestly blessings, but 

thankfully no one has wrestled me to the ground and struck my hip and said, 

“Fr. Andrie, you’re not leaving me until I get your blessing.” 

 As with the Jacob’s dream and the stairwell, the Church provides provided 

some interesting interpretations of Jacob’s wrestling with the angel. 

 For example, St. Ambrose (4th century – baptized St. Augustine) saw the 

numbness in Jacob’s thigh as a foreshadowing of the cross of Christ.  Christ was 

struck on the cross as Jacob was struck.  Augustine saw Jacob who was both 

blessed and limped as a foreshadowing of both good and bad Christians.  Jacob 

is blessed with respect to those Christians who believe in Christ and live good 

lives, while his limp represents those who do not believe and live bad lives.  

While they are together now, they will be separated later.  Augustine can be a 

bit bold for us! 

 Additionally, Augustine saw the angel as a foreshadowing of Christ.  For 

as the angel was stronger than Jacob but rather surrendered to him, so Christ 

was stronger than Israel but willingly surrendering to those who persecuted and 

crucified Him.  Although He surrendered, He blesses those who believe in Him.  

 For us today, like Jacob, I guess we could say that we, too, wrestle with 

the angel of God.  For so often we know what we are supposed to do, but 

wrestle with him in trying to satisfy our own wills.  However, the goal is that as 

we grow in faith and virtue, our own wills will eventually become one with God’s 

will.  And just as the fighting between Jacob and the angel stopped at sunrise, 

so we hope and pray that as Christ continues to enlighten our hearts, our 

wrestling with God will end as well.  


