
 When speaking of Joseph, some of you may think of the musical 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  When I think of 

Joseph, for some reason I think Psalm 1, which speaks of a tree 
planted near streams of water.  It yields its fruit in season.  Its leaves 

never wither; whatever he does prospers. (Ps. 1:3) 
 

 A little background may be helpful behind our first reading.  You 
may recall that Jacob had twelve children.  His favorite was Joseph.  

Joseph’s coat symbolized his father’s preference for him.  This caused 
great jealousy among his brothers.   

 
 To make matters worse, Joseph has a couple of dreams.  In one 

of them, he sees the sun, moon and eleven stars bowing down to him.  
The sun and moon represent his mother and father, while the stars 

represent his brothers.  This obviously did not go very well with 

parents and his brothers. 
 

 Today we hear about the plot to get rid of Joseph.  They sell him 
to the Ishmaelites, who then bring him to Egypt where he is sold to 

Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh.  In Egypt, the Lord continues to bless 
Joseph.   

 
 Unfortunately, he catches the eye of Potiphar’s wife.  Day after 

day, she asks him to sleep with her, until finally she can’t take it 
anymore, grabs his garment and tears it.  Joseph runs and Potiphar’s 

wife’s lust turns to anger and she accuses him of raping her.  Potiphar 
believes the lie and has Joseph thrown into prison.  Eventually, we 

know that God vindicates Joseph when Pharaoh has him released 
because of his ability to interpret dreams.  He becomes Pharaoh’s 

prime minister or right hand man. 

 
 Joseph is extremely encouraging for us today.  He is a man who 

“falls upward” so to speak.  No matter his circumstances, he remains 
faithful to God and does what is right.  He is a man of integrity and in 

the Jewish tradition, a model of chastity.  Because of his faithfulness, 
it seems like whatever trouble befalls Joseph, it leads to an even 

greater blessing.     
 

 Like the book of Job, Joseph teaches a lot about the problem of 
suffering.  Sometimes bad things happen to good people.  This is a 

mystery.  Nevertheless, God can always use the evils of this world to 
bring about a greater good.  May Joseph inspire us that no matter 

what our circumstances, if we remain faithful to God, He will always be 
with us and see us through every trial that comes our way. 


