
Gregory the Great 
 

About 10 years ago, I was having dinner with a couple of priests when 
I was a seminarian.  The pastor of the parish asked the monsignor who 

helped out on the weekends, “So what would you like read at your funeral?”  
He replied, “The reading from the office on the feast day of St. Gregory the 
Great.”   

 
The pastor responded, “What does it say on that day?”  The monsignor 

responded, “We tried, but didn’t do that all that well.”  We had a good laugh 
and since then, I have reflected on his humility.  He was a very humble man 

with a terrific sense of humor.   
 
St. Gregory reflects the difference between his time in the monastery 

and what his life was like as the pope.  He says that he cannot preach with 
any confidence.  I do not live according to my own preaching.  I am slothful 

and negligent.  I cannot curb my tongue.  I am assumed with the burden of 
pastoral care.  My mind is torn into many pieces.  Poor Gregory!  

 

St. Gregory is a beautiful man who was extremely honest about his 
shortcomings and yet, we cannot help but remain in awe at how the Lord 

worked through Him during very difficult times.     
 
The Roman Empire and culture was on the verge of collapsing 

completely.  There were plagues, a lost harvest, and floods.  Upon the death 
of Pope Pelagius II in 590 AD, the priests and people unanimously elected St. 

Gregory as pope at the age of 50.  
 
For example, he removed unworthy priests from office, forbade taking 

money for many services and healed schisms.  Additionally, Gregory is 
known for sending St. Augustine of Canterbury and 40 monks to convert 

England.  He reformed the liturgy.   A fun fact is that Gregory is credited with 
the “Alleluia” acclimation that is sung before the gospel is read.   

 

Gregory also wrote a book called Pastoral Care, which elaborates on 
the qualities and duties of a bishop.  For Gregory, bishops were mainly 

physicians whose main duties were to preach and enforce discipline.  
 
After fourteen years of tireless work as pope, Gregory died March 12, 

604 AD.  Along with Ambrose, Augustine, and Jerome, Gregory is one of the 
four doctors of the Western Church.  Only two other popes have the title 

great: Pope Leo (440-461) and Nicholas I (858-867).  
 
In short, while Gregory lives in chaotic times, his deep faith and hard 

work helped him work through many problems facing the Church and the city 
of Rome.  Our time is no less chaotic than his!  Like Gregory, may we remain 

close to Christ in prayer and work hard to bring stability and new life to our 
culture that desperately needs it.      ~St. Gregory, pray for us!  


