
Haggai is a prophetic book that most of you may not be familiar with.  
Historically, the Israelites were exiled to Babylon in 587 B.C.  It was a 

catastrophic event for God’s people.  In terms of devastation, take 
9/11 and multiply it by one hundred.   

 
The Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem, razed the Temple to the 

ground, and exiled in three different waves the best and brightest 
people to Babylon.  In short, the Holy City was destroyed, the people 

were removed from the Promised Land, and their freedom was lost. 
 

In 539 B.C., Babylon fell to Persia.  The Persian king, Cyrus, was 
amiable toward his foreign subjects. He encouraged them to retain 

their cultures and tradition, including their religions.  In 538 B.C., he 
issued an edict allowing the Jews to return to their homes and rebuild 

their temple.  

 
In 537 B.C., the Jews laid the foundation of the temple.  However, the 

Jewish people who remembered Solomon’s Temple wept upon seeing 
the foundation of the new temple in that it was much smaller and 

simpler than original one (Ezra 3:12-13). 
 

Scholars date the Book of Haggai around 520 B.C.  Two decades had 
passed since laying the foundation of the temple.  As we know, 

discouragement can paralyze people.  Hence, God sent Haggai to 
encourage them.  They must turn to the Lord, who will help them 

complete the temple. 
 

In today’s reading, we hear Haggai correcting the people because they 
had been working too much on their own houses and too little on the 

temple.  He says the time has come to rebuild the temple.  In short, 

our prophet addresses the people’s hearts.  They have not put YHWH 
first and therefore need a heart adjustment. 

 
For us today, can we not identify with this situation?  How often we 

focus too much on the things of this world, including our material 
comforts and needs and neglect the Lord and the spiritual life.  And 

how often we give into discouragement when things are not going well 
or become difficult! 

 
Today, ask the Lord for the grace to put Him first!  “Lord, give me a 

heart that is open and that loves you above all things.  Help me to 
make you the foundation of my life.  Encourage me, Lord, when things 

are difficult and strengthen me to do your will, regardless of the cost.”    


