
 As you know, our first reading has been taking us through the 
Letter to the Hebrews these past couple of weeks.  Currently, we are in a 

section of the letter where the author’s main argument is that the 
sacrifices of the old covenant were powerless to purify the conscious of 

the worshipper and to remove awareness of guilt from sin.  Only Jesus, 
who offered Himself once for all, is able to forgive sins. 

 
 I thought we could just take a moment to look at the idea of 

sacrifice and why it’s necessary at all.  There is a key principle we can 
easily miss and it is this: in a world gone wrong, there is no communion 

without sacrifice.  Prior to the fall, there was communion with God.  The 
original man and woman walked with God. 

 
 After the fall, we immediately see that sacrifice enters into the 

picture with Cain and Able.  God accepts Able’s sacrifice, but not Cain’s.  
Both realize that sacrifice is necessary to reestablish communion with 

God.  Going forward, every covenant God establishes with mankind will 
include sacrifice to bring about communion (Abraham, Moses, David, etc).  
 

 For example, God asked Abraham to do the unthinkable – to 
sacrifice his own son, Isaac.  And he was going to do it!  Abraham is the 

model in that he is willing to sacrifice everything – everything belongs to 
you God – even my own son.  Sacrifice in this case, is simply an exterior 

expression of his heart.  Consequently, Abraham has communion with 
God.  

 
 Additionally, God instructs Moses to have all the Israelites sacrifice 

an unblemished lamb to spare their firstborn sons.  After they leave 
Egypt, Moses sacrifices young bulls and splashes half of it on the altar, 

and the other half on the people.  This symbolizes that God and the 
people are one – they are now in communion with each other. 

 
 The idea of sacrifice was central to the Temple cultic system.  
Sacrificing lambs at Passover not only reminded them that God delivered 

them their ancestors from Egypt, but also that they were in covenant or 
communion with God.  

 
 The author of Hebrews today argues, however, that all these 

sacrifices foreshadowed the one true sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  Jesus 
offers Himself once-for-all on the Cross.  And it is the perfect sacrifice 

because it is interior – His heart – and exterior – the total offering of His 
Body.  His sacrifice washes away sins and brings about Communion.  

Again, in a world gone wrong, there is no communion without sacrifice. 
 
 For us today, may we always turn to Jesus, who offered Himself for us, 
to ask for His mercy.  In doing so, we trust we have Communion with God.          


