
 Today we hear about Herod’s unfortunate order to massacre of 
all the boys two years old and under in Bethlehem.  At the time, 

Bethlehem had a maximum of two thousand people.  It is estimated 
there were about 20 male children under the age of two dwelling in the 

village and the surrounding district  (Mitch & Sri, 56). 
 

 With the massacre of the innocent children, we see the parallel 
with Moses.  Just as Pharaoh commanded that every son born of the 

Hebrews shall be cast into the Nile (Ex. 1:22), so Herod orders the 
massacre of all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity two years old 

and under. 
 

 Additionally, Matthew quotes from Jeremiah 31:15, which refers 
to a voice of lamentation in Ramah (i.e., city five miles north of 

Jerusalem).  In context, Rachel, the wife of the patriarch Jacob, 

mourns the loss of her children who were defeated by the Assyrians in 
the eight-century.  Matthew reinterprets the tragic exile of the Old 

Testament and sees its fuller fulfillment in the tragedy in Bethlehem. 
 

 One ancient writer says concerning these first blossoms or first 
flowers of the Church’s martyrs, “They cannot speak, yet they bear 

witness to Christ.  They cannot use their limbs to engage in battle, yet 
already they bear the palm of victory.”  

 
 Today we see two different worldviews embodied by Joseph and 

Mary and someone like Herod.  For Herod, life is about control, 
oftentimes through violence and manipulation.  Nothing must stand in 

the way, even destroying the innocent.  Others, especially Christ, are a 
threat to his pursuit of happiness.  For Joseph and Mary, life is about 

docility to Christ who is in no way a threat to her life.  Instead, He is 

life given that He is the way, the truth, and the life. 
 

 For us, we most likely fall somewhere on the continuum between 
Joseph/Mary and Herod.  Pope Benedict once remarked, “If we’re 

really honest, there’s a little Herod in all of us.”  He goes on to say, 
“How often do we attempt to cling to our own glory and try to squash 

Jesus’ will in our lives when it threatens our control of our own 
kingdom?”  Herod is dead and long gone.  Christ lives, and in Him, the 

Holy Innocents bear the palm of victory.  The daily choices you make 
determine which kingdom you belong to. 
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