
Prophet Hosea 
 

Last week our first reading went through the prophet Amos.  You 
may remember that Amos was called to address the crimes of social 

injustice prevalent in the Northern tribes of Israel at the time. 
 

 This week we will be going through another prophetic book, 
Hosea, who was a contemporary with Amos  - about 750 years before 

Christ.  While Amos was concerned with crimes of social injustice, 
Hosea was called to address Israel’s apostasy.  Israel had turned away 

from the Lord and was worshipping other gods.  This was understood 
as a kind of “infidelity” to the Lord. 

 
 Hosea famously uses spousal imagery to describe Israel’s 

relationship with the Lord.  Hosea portrays the Lord as a faithful 

husband while Israel is an unfaithful and adulterous wife who commits 
adultery.  For example, this morning we hear the Lord saying of Israel, 

“I will espouse you to me forever.  I will espouse you in right and in 
justice; I will espouse you in fidelity, and you shall know the Lord.”  

 
 Unfortunately, as we saw with Amos, the people did not turn 

from worshipping false gods.  They treated the Lord as if He were 
simply one god among many.  Consequently, the Lord will “divorce” 

Israel so that it will be handed over to the Assyrians.   
 

 Nevertheless, as in Amos, the Lord’s does not give Israel up 
forever.  While Israel will be punished, the Lord’s steadfast love moves 

Him to “marry” Israel again.  Only this time, it will be “in 
righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy.”         

(Hos. 2:19)   

 
 It should be noted that later prophets picked up the spousal 

imagery between the Lord and Israel introduced by Hosea.  Particularly 
important for Christians, Jesus picks up this imagery by referring to 

Himself as the bridegroom.  On one occasion, He says, “Can the 
wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them?” (Mk 2:19)  

Jesus, of course, is the true bridegroom and His Church is the bride.   
 

 Like Israel, we are called to worship the Lord alone, and have no 
strange gods before us.  This is the first commandment.  As the 

bridegroom, Jesus gives everything for us – His whole life.  Like Mary, 
we are called to respond to Him in love and fidelity by making a gift of 

our lives to Him. 


