
 Our first reading continues with Prophet Hosea.  It is helpful to 
remember that 10 tribes broke away from Judah in 931 B.C. after the 

death of Solomon.  The man who led the rebellion was Jeroboam.  He 
realized that he would lose power if he allowed the Israelites to return 

to Jerusalem to worship God.   
 

 Consequently, Jeroboam decided to set up his own temple, 
altars, and priesthood to keep the Israelites from leaving in their own 

territory.  Additionally, he had two golden calves made.   
 

 1 Kings 12:28 says, “You have been going up to Jerusalem long 
enough.  Here are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up from the 

land of Egypt.”  We then hear that Jeroboam put one calf in Bethel 
(southern border) and one in Dan (northern boarder).  In short, 

political strife (which resulted from personal sin) adversely affected the 

spiritual well being of the people. 
 

 This background helps provide a little clarity for our first reading 
today.  Hosea says that they appointed kings in Israel, but not by my 

authority.  This points to the fact that Israel was appointing kings not 
from the Davidic line.  Judah maintained the Davidic line with their 

kings, but Israel broke from that covenant with the break in 931 B.C. 
 

 We then see the sin of idolatry, or the reference to the golden 
calf.  Of course, the golden calves were reminiscent of Israel’s original 

sin with the golden calf in the wilderness (Ex. 32).  They turned away 
from the living God to worship the work of their own hands. 

 
 Hosea then poetically describes the “fruitlessness” of their 

worship.  The grain does not produce flour.  Their worship of idols 

produced no fruit.  In fact, one of the main criticisms of the prophets is 
the close link between idolatry and social injustice.  

 
 Finally, Hosea says their altars, which they believed pleased 

God, caused them to sin and were displeasing to the Lord.  Their idol 
worship will lead them into slavery (Egypt).  Physical slavery, then, 

had resulted from spiritual slavery (idol worship).  Hosea’s prediction 
was realized in 722 B.C. when Assyria conquered Israel. 

 
 Pray that God will send more people like Hosea!  Obviously, 

there are many beautiful qualities about our country, but we have our 
idols and injustices.  Right worship and social justice always go hand in 

hand.  Let us keep our hearts focused on worshipping God alone and 
striving to serve our neighbor.  


