
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
 

 When I was in the seminary, we had a funeral director come speak 
to us about the steps of going through a funeral.  The funeral director is 

the one who cares for the body after the person has passed, makes 
arrangements with the church, and goes to the cemetery with the priest 

and family for the burial.   
 

 I asked the director, “Have you encountered anything really odd or 
funny in your years as a director?”  He thought for a moment and said, 

“Yes.  One time at the cemetery, the minister wasn’t watching his step 
and fell into the hole where the coffin goes.”  Since then, I thought, “So 

did you have to do two burials – one for the person and the minister?”  
 

 Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.  
This is one of the greatest feasts of the year.  We are born with what’s 

called original sin.  This means we are born without sanctifying grace – 
God’s life-giving love in our hearts.  When you were baptized, you were 
given sanctifying grace or “pulled out of the hole.” 

 
 Mary, for her part, has not fallen into the hole.  She was preserved 

from all sin from the first moment of her conception.  God does not need 
to pull her out of the hole like he did for you and me.  In fact, I once 

asked my professor, “So with the Immaculate Conception, are saying 
Mary was headed for the hole and God came down and protected her 

from falling in?”  The professor said, “No, Mary isn’t anywhere even close 
to the hole.”  She never sinned and had no inclination to sin.  She was 

nowhere near the hole. 
 

 God had great Mercy on Mary.  He persevered her from all stain of 
sin.  With Mary, we see what looks like to be fully alive, one full of love.  

Whenever we feel discouraged over our sins or become tired from the 
struggles in life, we can always turn to Mary.  With a mother’s love, she 
will always have mercy on us and help us. 

 
 Again, with Mary, we see the full power of what God wants to do in 

our lives.  We see what the full power of Jesus’ Incarnation, death, and 
Resurrection can do in us.  She shows us what it looks like to entirely 

clean from sin, what God wills us to be like before Him! 
 

 Wherever you are in life, do not become discouraged!  Have 
confidence and approach the Lord in prayer, confession, and the Mass.  

Again and again, experience Jesus’ kindness, mercy, and generosity.  The 
more we experience these beautiful gifts, the more we can extend them 

to others.  Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us!       


