
 Today’s verses from Isaiah give us a poetic description of the 
ideal Davidic king.  These verses played a pivotal role in the 

development of Israel’s hope for a Messiah.  I would like to step back 
for just a moment to help put things in context. 

 
 In the book of Genesis, we the author tells us about the Garden 

of Eden where there is great harmony and integration among all 
creatures (God and man, man and woman, man and creation, etc.).  

Things are in right relationship because God is praised.   
  

 After the fall, however, the watered garden essentially becomes 
a desert.  Very soon, there is jealousy, murder (e.g., Cain kills Abel), 

revenge, etc.  Things became so bad Scripture says that God actually 
regretted making human beings.  Thankfully, however, He doesn’t give 

up on them. 

 
 He instructs Noah to build an Ark.  The goal was to essentially 

preserve God’s good order in the midst of a sinful world.  The ark 
contained animals, reminding us of the Garden of Eden.  It was a like a 

Garden of Eden floating on the water.   
 

 God then began working with one people, the Israelites, giving 
them the Law so that they could be like a Garden of Eden in the midst 

of the surrounding nations.  The Temple in Jerusalem was where God 
was rightly praised.  It was like a Garden of Eden planted on a 

mountain.  It was the place where Noah’s ark came to rest. 
 

 Unfortunately, Israel and the Temple experienced corruption and 
its praise was not righteous.  Therefore, Isaiah and the other prophets 

began to long for a time of fulfillment when God would be rightly 

praised and creation would be restored.   
 

 Hence, in poetic fashion Isaiah speaks about this Messianic 
figure who would submit perfectly to God.  In doing so, we hear about 

the gifts that He will receive – wisdom, understanding, counsel, etc.  
Additionally, we hear that creation will be restored.  What was 

interrupted by original sin will be brought back into harmony.  There 
will be a new Eden wherein there will be harmony and peace.     

 
 Obviously, as Christians, we know this figure is our beloved 

Jesus, the Messiah.  This Advent, may we pray for the grace to submit 
more to Him, and in doing so, experience peace and harmony in 

ourselves and be an instrument of that peace to those around us.  


