
 Many times our first reading today is used at funerals because it 
highlights that death will be destroyed and tears will be wiped away 

from faces.  It is a fitting reading because a loved one has just died 
and there are many tears. 

 
 Let’s look at this beautiful reading a little more closely.  Isaiah 

envisions a mountain where YHWH Himself lays out a great feast.  He 
provides choice foods and rich wines for His people.  In other words, 

God Himself hosts a kind of “sacred banquet” for His people. 
 

 For our Jewish friends, such a banquet would make them think 
of the Passover.  The Passover was a sacred banquet wherein a lamb 

was slaughtered and consumed, along with many cups of wine.  By 
virtue of Passover, Israel was freed from slavery so that they might 

worship God rightly. 

 
 As Christians, such a banquet makes us think of the child Jesus.  

He was born in Bethlehem, also known as the “House of Bread.”  He 
was wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger, an animal 

trough where animals eat.  In other words, Jesus is offered as “food” 
for the world.  He is the sacred banquet. 

 
 Additionally, the sacred banquet makes us think of the 

multiplication of loaves.  It’s no accident that on a mountain Jesus 
takes a few loaves of bread and fish and multiplies them for the 

hungry crowd. 
 

 The multiplication of loaves, of course, points forward to the Last 
Supper, our Passover or our sacred banquet.  Jesus takes bread and 

says, “Take this all of you and eat of it.”  Similarly, He takes a cup of 

wine and says, “Take this all of you and drink of it.  This is my blood, 
poured out for you.”   

  
 At every Mass, we gather together on the mountain wherein God 

feeds us in a sacred banquet.  Saints and sinners, educated and 
uneducated, the rich and poor, gather on the mountain wherein God 

gives us nothing short of Himself.  And upon receiving God, we believe 
that death is destroyed and tears are wiped away. 

 
 In light of such a great gift, Isaiah says, “Let us rejoice and be 

glad that God has saved us!”  Indeed, may we rejoice that God has 
called us to this sacred banquet!  And may never be afraid to serve as 

His instruments by inviting those around us to the banquet as well.  
  


