
 Our lectionary continues drawing from the book of the prophet 
Isaiah.  Today we have a song of celebration about a city afforded 

protection by God and its citizens who have complete trust in Him.  Let us 
look more closely at these beautiful verses. 

 
 First, we have a “strong city,” or literally, a “city of strength.”  

Though the Lord is not named, the fact that He sets up the walls and 
ramparts indicates that it’s the Lord who fortifies the city.   

 
 Next, we hear “Open up the gates to let in a nation that is just, one 

that keeps faith.”  Justice and faithfulness are prerequisites for entering 
this city.   

 
 Peace, for its part, is the fruit of trusting in the Lord.  Those who 

dwell in the city and trust in Him experience peace.  The repetition of 
peace suggests that they experience perfect peace.   

 
 One can trust in the Lord because He is an “eternal rock.”  The 
metaphor suggests that the Lord is immovable, sturdy, and dependable.  

This sheds light on our gospel.  To act as a wise man is to build your 
house on rock, that is, upon Christ.  No matter what comes your way 

(i.e., winds, rains, floods – the sufferings and tribulations that life bring), 
your house (i.e., your life) will stand. 

 
 Our verses conclude by distinguishing the fate of the proud (i.e., 

those in high places and the lofty city) and the humble or the needy.  
Those in lofty places will be brought low, while the needy will be placed 

above them.   
 

 These verses bring to mind Mary’s Magnificat where she says the 
Lord has “thrown down the rulers from their thrones, dispersed the 

arrogant of mind and heart.” (Lk 1:51)  There will be, then, a reversal of 
the current states of affairs.  The proud and arrogant will not always 
oppress the needy and poor.   In time, God will set things right. 

 
 For us today, Isaiah’s oracle causes us to stop and ask where we 

place our trust.  Oftentimes, whether consciously or subconsciously we 
place our trust in something other than the Lord.  Consequently, we 

attempt to set up our own walls and ramparts, believing that somehow 
they will protect us.  

 
 In fact, we can even close the gates of our hearts to others seeing 

them as a threat to our security and well-being.  To organize our lives in 
this way is to build our house on sand.  How important, then, it is to pray 

daily and ask the Lord to strip away what is not of Him, to trust Him, and 
to keep your heart open to Him and those around you! 


