
 Today’s first reading taken from Isaiah is from the second half of 
the book.  Throughout the first half of the book, Isaiah warns Israel 

that if they do not reform their ways, they will be punished.  The 
leaders of the country have been exploiting the poor and governing 

the people unjustly.  If they are willing to change their behavior, God 
is willing to forgive.   Isaiah says that although their sins are like 

scarlet, they shall be like snow (1:18).  Again, if they do not repent, 
the nation is doomed. 

  
 Unfortunately, such repentance was not forthcoming and 

therefore the Assyrians overran the nation.  Assyria was a powerful 
nation to the north.  In 722 B.C., Assyria conquered Israel and exiled 

the people to its own country.   
  

 In our reading from Isaiah today, the people are living in exile.  

The nation has been devastated.  In this situation, Isaiah does not give 
gloom and doom, but rather a message of hope and consolation.  For 

example, notice the first words in our reading today, “Comfort, give 
comfort to my people says your God.”   

 
 The idea is that God has not forgotten his people.  He is going to 

bring about a new exodus.  Just as He brought Israel out of Egypt 
hundreds of years before, so He will bring the people of God out of the 

foreign nations where they have been scattered.  For example, we 
hear that Israel’s “service” (i.e., slavery) has come to an end.  In 

short, God is going to make a clear path by “leveling the mountains” 
and “filling in the valleys” for the people of Israel. 

  
 For us today, one thing we can learn from this is that God never 

forgets His people.  While we may break our promise and sin against 

the Lord, He still seeks us out.  This is what we hear in our gospel 
today.  Jesus tells us that the shepherd is willing to leave the ninety-

nine in the hills to search for that one lost sheep.  Every sheep has 
value.  God does not forget that one sheep, just like He did not forget 

the people of Israel who had been exiled from their homeland because 
of their sins. 

  
 In the same way, He will not forget us.  While times may be 

difficult in our families or in the culture, God has not forgotten nor will 
He ever forget us.  He calls us to be faithful to Him and if we have 

strayed away, to return to Him.  As we continue to move deeper into 
Advent, we wait patiently for the coming of our chief Shepherd who 

comes to find us.  Jesus, Good Shepherd, guide us along right paths 
for your name’s sake. (Ps. 23:3) 


