
James the Greater 
 

Today we celebrate the feast of St. James, who with Peter and 
John seem to be get backstage passes to the important events in the 

Lord’s life. 
 

For example, Peter, James, and John witnessed both Jesus’ 
transfiguration and His agony in the garden.  These are two very 

important moments in the life of Christ.  In the transfiguration, they 
see Jesus in His divine splendor, but in the garden they see divine 

agony. 
 

I sometimes wonder if it was the second moment – Jesus in His 
divine agony – that made the greater impression upon James.  After 

all, in our gospel we hear his mother’s desire that her sons, James and 

John, sit at the right and left hand of Jesus in His kingdom.  Early in 
his life, then, discipleship for James was about power, honor, and 

glory.    
 

By bringing Peter, James and John in the garden, Jesus wants 
them to realize that glory and power only come by way of humiliation, 

suffering, and the Cross.  James, for his part, realized this firsthand 
when King Herod Agrippa persecuted the early Church and killed 

James by the sword (Acts 12:1).  
 

James was buried at Jerusalem but tradition has it that around 
the year 830 his relics were transferred to Compostela, Spain.  This 

has been a popular center for pilgrimages since the Middle Ages.   
 

 For us today, we can learn a lot from James.  Early in his life, he 

was a man who wanted honor, power, and glory.  Ironically, however, 
he was the first to drink from the chalice of suffering.  In short, he was 

a man who needed to be purified.   
 

Like James, we sometimes ask for more than we are ready or 
worthy to receive.  Additionally, like James we must be purified of 

worldly desires and imperfections so that we can be fully united with 
Jesus.  

 
May we be open to whatever chalice the Lord sends our way so 

that purified of our imperfections we may be fully united with Jesus.  


