
James the Lesser & Philip 
 

 Today we celebrate the Apostles James and Philip.  We’ll look at 
each of them separately.   

 
 The James that we celebrate today is not James, the brother of 

John, the sons of Zebedee.  Instead, this is James, the “son of 
Alphaeus.”  Sometimes he is referred to as “James the Less.”  Less 

does not necessarily mean that he was less important than James, the 
brother of John, but rather younger than James.   

 
 Evidently, James played a prominent role in the early Church.  

When there was much debate at the Council of Jerusalem over the role 
of circumcision, along with Peter, James declared that Gentiles could 

be received into the Church without being circumcised.   

 
 Additionally, the Epistle of James in the NT is attributed to this 

James.  This letter is critical in that it reminds us that faith is not just a 
verbal declaration, but rather must be practiced in good works.  He 

shows us that our faith must be practical and fulfilled in life, especially 
in love of neighbor and dedication to the poor.  James says that just as 

the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart from works is 
dead.  True faith shows itself in works in the way we live our lives. 

 
 Philip, for his part, was from Bethsaida.  This was also the 

hometown of Peter and Andrew.  After being called by Jesus, Philip 
finds Nathaniel and tells him about Jesus.  When Nathaniel asks if 

anything good can come from Nazareth, Philip says “Come and see.”  
This is one of my favorite lines in Scripture.  Philip challenges 

Nathaniel to come and have a personal experience of meeting Christ. 

 
 Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI says true friendship requires 

spending time together.  Hence, Jesus choses the twelve to “be with 
him.”  An Apostle or disciple is one who spends time with Jesus so as 

to know Him intimately.   Only then can one proclaim Him! 
 

 Finally, John tells us that the Greeks came to Philip and said, 
“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  Philip told Andrew, and together they 

went to tell Jesus.  In other words, Philip was approachable.  They 
recognized that he knew Jesus, and therefore felt comfortable asking 

him to see Jesus.   May we be like Philip in presenting ourselves as 
approachable and act as an instrument in bringing others to Jesus.  


