
Jeremiah 7:23-28 
 

Today our first reading draws from the Book of the prophet Jeremiah.  
A little background about this prophetic book may be helpful to unpack 

its meaning.   The Lord sent the prophets to Israel (and Judah, the 
southern kingdom) to remind them of God’s Law, or His 

Commandments, and to act uprightly and justly.   
 

Jeremiah is sometimes called the “weeping prophet.”  He began 
preaching around 627 B.C., a time when the Jewish faith was 

extremely weak.  Jeremiah experienced rejection more than any other 
prophet.  In some sense, he foreshadows our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
He preached for 40 years to his people with very little success.  Just 

imagine a priest giving homilies for 40 years and his parishioners still 

don’t like him!   
 

Jeremiah witnessed the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple and the 
exile of his people.  While false prophets were saying Jerusalem was 

fine, Jeremiah had the difficult task of calling his fellow people to 
repentance, as well as announce the tragic consequences if they failed 

to repent. 
 

Today we hear Jeremiah reminding the people about the Lord and the 
covenant He established with them.  He uses the phrase “I will be your 

God and you shall be my people.”  Israel was chosen to be a “kingdom 
of priests” (Ex. 19:6) and sent as a light to the nations so that they 

might know the one true God.  Hence, Jesus says in John’s Gospel, “I 
am the light of the world.”  Jesus assumes the role of Israel. 

 

Unfortunately, we then hear about the repeated stubbornness of 
Israel.  “But they obeyed not, nor did they pay heed.”  Additionally, we 

hear that they turned their backs, not their faces, to me.  Jesus, in 
contrast, gave “my back to those who beat me,” and “my face I did 

not hide from insults and spitting.” (Is. 50:6)          
 

We fall more in love with Christ when we consider not only how He 
Himself fulfills all the prophets (and Israel’s vocation), but also our 

own hopes and desires.  We walk by His light, for He is the reference 
point for a life of happiness, meaning, and joy.  And we rejoice in His 

Heart, for He opens it to us every day.  Would that we open our hearts 
to Him!  Our recent popes have been saying, “Open wide your hearts 

to Christ!”  In doing so, you will find true life! 


