
 A little background behind our readings might help shed light on 
the significance of what is happening in our gospel today.  The festival 

behind our gospel today is the Feast of Dedication.   
 

 This feast fell in Mid-December and commemorated the 
rededication of the Temple in 165 B.C. during the Maccabean Wars.  It 

celebrated the victory of Judas Maccabeus over Antiochus IV, king of 
Syria. 

 
 Antiochus had been defeated by Egypt and expressed his 

frustration by attacking Judea, ruthlessly slaughtering men, women, and 
children, and invading the Temple.  He took the sacred vessels out of the 

Temple and out of contempt for God, sacrificed a pig to Zeus.  He then 
commanded that only pigs be sacrificed in the Temple.  He himself cooked 

a pig in the Temple and poured its broth on the holy Torah scrolls and on 
the altar.  It is difficult for us to imagine just how horrible these actions 

were for the Jewish people. 
 
 Judas Maccabeus eventually led a number of courageous Jews to 

defeat the Syrians, and then rededicated the Temple and consecrated a 
new altar.  They relit the “eternal light” in the Temple, but there was only 

enough oil for one day until they got more.  However, God miraculously 
kept the oil burning for eight days, at which time a new supply of oil was 

available.  Hence, the Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah, the Festival of 
Lights.   

 
 During this Festival, Jesus makes a bold claim by saying, “I and the 

Father are one.”  The Jews were fully aware that He was making a divine 
claim, so they picked up stones to kill Him.  In the midst of their 

argument, Jesus says, “If it calls them gods to whom the word of God 
came, and Scripture cannot be set aside, can you say that the one whom 

the Father has consecrated and sent into the world blasphemes because 
I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?”   
 

 Notice that Jesus plays on the word consecrated here.  In other 
words, He is saying that you are celebrating the consecration or 

rededication of the Temple.  However, I am the true Temple and as such, 
the Father has consecrated me.  Jesus here is claiming that He is the new 

Temple.  In John’s gospel, He will say, “Destroy this temple (meaning His 
body), and in three days I will raise it up.”  

 
 Next week we begin Holy Week.  May we spend time in prayer to 

prepare our hearts to celebrate the suffering, death, and Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, the new Temple, whom the Father has consecrated and sent 

into the world. 

    


