
 When hearing today’s gospel, I typically think of a funeral because 
it is so often chosen for funerals.  Many families find it comforting that 

Jesus says in His Father’s house there are many rooms and that He goes 
to prepare a place for their loved one.   

 
 Instead of focusing on a funeral, I thought we might instead look at 

these verses in light of a Jewish wedding.  I came across a nice article 
explaining the elements of a Jewish wedding, which helps shed light on 

the words of Christ today. 
 

 First, in a Jewish wedding there is a betrothal period where the 
groom leaves his father’s house and goes to the house of his prospective 

bride.  There, he pays the purchase price and establishes a marriage 
covenant.  Then the groom returns to his father’s house.  He remained 

separate from his bride for twelve months.  During this time, he prepared 
the living accommodations for his wife in his father’s house.   

 
 Next, the groom would go to get his bride at a time not exactly 
known to her.  Finally, the groom would return to his father’s house with 

his bride to consummate the marriage and celebrate the wedding feast 
for seven days.   

 
 How does this shed light on today’s reading, and more broadly, on 

Christ’s overall mission?  Just as the groom left his father’s house to pay 
the purchase price, so Jesus left His Father’s house – heaven itself – to 

seek out his bride.  He paid the purchase price – shedding His blood on 
the Cross.  Eventually, He returned to His Father’s house in the 

Ascension. 
 

 Furthermore, just as the Jewish bridegroom returned to his Father’s 
house to prepare a place for his bride, so we hear Jesus say today that He 

goes to prepare a place for us in His Father’s house.  Moreover, the 
bridegroom came at a time unknown by the bride.  Hence, Jesus says, 
“Stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” (Mt. 25:13)   

 
 Finally, the bridegroom went to get the bride and brought her back 

to his father’s house wherein the wedding feast began.  Thus, in the book 
of Revelation, John hears a great multitude saying, “Let us rejoice and be 

glad and give him glory.  For the wedding day of the Lamb has come, his 
bride has made herself ready.” (Rev. 19:7)  There is great rejoicing, then, 

because all is now ready for the wedding feast. 
 

 Indeed, it is natural to be sad when we lose a loved one.  As 
Christians, however, our grief need not overwhelm us because Jesus, our 

Bridegroom, has gone to prepare a place for us.  Eventually, all will be 
ready and there will be great rejoicing when the wedding feast begins.   


