
 The context of our Gospel today is Jesus’ farewell discourse.  
Jesus gathered His apostles in the upper room, washed their feet, 

speaks about His betrayal, commands them to love another, and then 
delivers the discourse that we hear today.  In this discourse, Jesus 

explains the meaning of the events that are about to happen. 
 

 Additionally, today’s gospel follows the well-known verses 
chosen for many funerals where Jesus speaks about preparing a place 

for His Apostles.  Jesus then says, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life” in response to Thomas’ question of how can we know the way. 

 
 This brings us today’s verses, which are densely packed but so 

very meaningful.  If we know Jesus, we know the Father.  If we see 
Jesus, we see the Father.   In other words, Jesus is the “face” of the 

Father.  He is the “icon” of God.  What is an icon?   

 
 Think of your computer that has icons.  Icons are access points 

to the entire application.  In some sense, the entire application is 
contained in the icon.  When you click on the icon, an entire world 

(application) opens up before you.  The icon is the entrance point to 
the application.  Jesus is the “way” or the entrance point to the Father.    

 
 Furthermore, Jesus promises that those who believe in Him will 

do greater works than He does.  This is quite the statement.  It is true 
on both the personal and collective level.  For example, united with 

Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are able to do far greater 
things than we could on our own.  Many have performed divine 

miracles, others have broken their addictions, and still others have 
demonstrated growth in virtue.   

 

 Collectively think of hospitals and the healings that have taken 
place around the world.  Think of Catholics schools and how many 

children have come to have faith in God and loved Him.  In terms of 
prayer, think of contemplative orders where those consecrated have 

spent most of their lives in prayer.  Or think of missionaries who 
traveled all around the world making Jesus known and loved.    

 
 These are greater works geographically and temporally in that 

Jesus never left Palestine and did many mighty works in a short span 
of time.  The Church, however, has continued His work by His power 

over centuries and all around the world.  It has performed works far 
greater than could be done by human power alone.  May we ask Jesus 

to continue to work through us in His name and trust He will do it! 


