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When I was in the seminary my classmates liked to tease me because 

I liked dogs so much.  My family had a golden retriever growing up and I 

found it to just be a very fun and loyal dog.  

 As great as dogs are, though, as human beings we have a great gift 

that they do not have.  In our Gospel today, Jesus says, “You are my friends 

if you do what I command you” (John 15:14).  Sometimes I think it’s easy to 

glance over a verse and not think much of it.   

 But this verse is really something.  Jesus no longer calls us servants, 

but friends.  We are the only creatures in the world God that calls friends.  

He doesn’t say that a dog, porcupine, giraffe, or a chipmunk is His friend.  

But we are.  What does that mean?  Let us see if we can unpack this a little. 

 Well, think about your own friends. Typically, we think of our friends 

as equals.  I usually don’t think, “Well, I am better than my friend or my 

friend is better than me.”  No, my friend and I are equals.  We are on the 

same footing.   

With respect to God, this is really something.  If God calls us friends, 

this means He sets us on equal footing.  Of course, He does this not because 

we have merited anything, but rather because of His grace and love.  He 

raises us up so that we participate in His own divine nature. 

 Second, friends share their hearts with each other.  What’s so beautiful 

about friends is that they take off their masks so to speak and say, “Alright, 

here’s what’s really going on.  Here is where my heart is at.”  Friends share 

their hopes, dreams, their struggles, their joys, etc. 

 If Jesus calls us His friends, this means He wants us to share His heart 

with us, and wants us to share our hearts with Him.  He wants to share 

God’s own heart own – the inner mystery of the Trinity with us.  This is an 

amazing gift.  And He invites us to share our heart with Him – where are we 

scared, nervous, angry, joyful, etc.?  Jesus wants us to share all that is 

going on in our hearts.   

As Jesus’ friends, then, He raises us up to share equal footing with 

Him, so that as He shares His heart with us, He invites us to share our 

hearts with Him.  

 


